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ACTION EUR-01

INFO LOG-00 ACDA-13 ADS-00 CIAE-00 CFE-01 DPR-01
H-01 IMMC-01 INRE-00 INR-01 I0-19 L-03
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OIC-02 PA-02 PM-01 PRS-01
SB-01  SCT-03 Sp-01 S5-01 TRSE-00 T-01

e e L e b Dl 9E0586 082026Z /65

P 081750Z OCT 91

FM AMEMBASSY ROME

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9032

INFO SECDEF WASHDC

JCS WASHDC

USIA WASHDC 5991

USMISSION USNATO 1008

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK

COMSIXTHFLT

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPA//ECJS5//

CNO WASHDC//06/09C//

COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT

UNCLAS ROME 18362

E.O. 12356: DECL OADR

TAGS: PINR, NATO, PREL, IT

SUBJECT: USTICA: PRESS IDENTIFIES U.S. AIRCRAFT;
MINISTER OF DEFENSE COMMENTS

REF: A) ROME 18286 (DTG 071756z OCT 91), B) 90

ROME 7067 (DTG 061449Z APR 90i AND PREVIOUS

.
PAGE 02 ROME 18362 081758%

1. OCTOBER 8 PRESS ARTICLES IDENTIFIED THE USN
AIRCRAFT ALLEGEDLY FLYING IN THE AREA WHERE THE
ITAVIA DC-9 MYSTERIOUSLY CRASHED IN JUNE OF
1980. ACCORDING TO SEVERAL NEWSPAPERS, THE
PLANES WERE A BEECHCRAFT UC12B SUPER KING AIR,
SERIAL NUMBER BJ16, USN REGISTRATION NUMBER
161206, AND A GRUMMAN C2A TRANSPORT PLANE. THE
FIRST PLANE WAS IDENTIFIED AS A TWIN PROPELLOR,
MANUFACTURED FOR THE USN AND USED, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, FOR RADAR PATROLS, HIGH ALTITUDE

CSCE-01

NRRC-01

P-01
/0570
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PHOTOGRAPHY, AND DELIVERING LIFE SAVING
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES TO SHIP WRECK SURVIVORS.
THE SECOND PLANE WAS DESCRIBED AS AN "EXECUTIVE”
JET OF THE USN MODIFIED TO TRAIN RADAR OPERATORS
OR FOR TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL AND

SUPPLIES. ONE JOURNALIST NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT
NO-ONE REALLY KNEW TO WHAT USE THE PLANES WERE
PUT ON THE NIGHT OF THE CRASH. IN ONE ARTICLE
THERE IS MENTION OF THE POSSIBLE PRESENCE IN THE
AREA OF A SIKORSKY HHS53 SUPERFLY HELICOPTER,
IDENTIFIED IN A RECORDED TELEPHONE CALL
TRANSCRIPT AS "HENRY CHARLIE 141".

2. MINISTER OF DEFENSE ROGNONI, COMMENTING TO
THE PRESS ON THE LATEST PRESS REPORTS, STATED
THAT THE TAPE RECORDINGS WHICH HAD RECENTLY BEEN
"DISCOVERED" WERE PASSED TO THE INVESTIGATING
JUDGE A LONG TIME AGO. HE ADDED THAT ALL
AVENUES HAD TO BE USED TO REACH THE TRUTH, AND
THAT FROM HIS FIRST DAY IN OFFICE HE HAD BEEN

uy

PAGE 03 ROME 18362 081758%2
AVAILABLE TO ASSIST THE INVESTIGATION IN ANY WAY

HE COULD.

3. FYI: A PREVIOUS EMBASSY MESSAGE (REF B)
REPORTED THAT THE WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE

"L’ EUROPEO" PUBLISHED AN ARTICLE ON THE ALLEGED
FLIGHT OF THE C-12 BEECHCRAFT IN ITS 15 APRIL
1990 EDITION. THIS WOULD NOT BE THE FIRST TIME,
DURING THE LONG HISTORY OF THE USTICA AFFAIR,
THAT "FACTS"™ HAVE BEEN REDISCOVERED AND
REINTERPRETED BY THE PRESS. END FYI.
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ACTION INR-01

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 DODE-00 EB-01 EUR-01
H-01 INRE-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 PM-01 P-01 SP-01
SS0-00. SS-01 T-01 /010W

et 9E4E16 091208Z /46

O 0911532 OCT 91

FM AMEMBASSY ROME -

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9064

e, ROME 18408

STATE ALSO FOR P

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR

" TAGS: PINR, NATO, PREL, IT
SUBJECT: USTICA: QUESTIONS TO BE RAISED BY
AMBASSADOR BIANCHIERI

1. ounBBEASNNR -- ENTIRE TEXT.

2. THE FOLLOWING IS INFORMAL EMBASSY
TRANSLATION OF TEXT PROVIDED TO US BY MFA OF
POINTS ON WHICH AMBASSADOR BIANCHIERI WILL BE
SEEKING CLARIFICATION IN HIS MEETING TODAY WITH
U/S KANTER ON THE USTICA MATTER.

3. BEGIN TEXT:

--AN AIRCRAFT WITH THE CALL SIGNAL "NAVY 61206"

PAGE 02 ROME --18408 0912052

ON JUNE 27, 1980, THE NIGHT OF THE USTICA CRASH
MADE REPEATED APPROACHES TO THE AIRPORT OF
LAMETIA (COSENZA) BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 18:35
ZULU AND 20:05 ZULU, TAKING OFF AND LANDING AT
THE BASE OF CATANIA-SIGONELLA. (THE SUBJECT
CRASH TOOK PLACE AT 18:59 ZULU);

--AN AIRCRAFT WITH THE CALL SIGNAL JM 169
REQUESTED, AND OBTAINED, FROM THE SAME AIR BASE,
PERMISSION TO DEPART WITHOUT A FLIGHT PLAN FOR
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THE SPANISH AIR BASE AT TORREJON ON THE SAME
NIGHT, AT APPROXIMATELY 19:30 ZULU;

--IN THE HOURS FOLLOWING THE DISASTER THE OFFICE
OF THE 3RD ROC OF MARTINA FRANCA AND OTHER BASES
OF THE AIR FORCE ATTEMPTED TO VERIFY THE
PRESENCE OF INTENSE MILITARY TRAFFIC AND OF A
POSSIBLE AIRCRAFT CARRIER, SPOTTED BY
ROME-CIAMPINO (AIRPORT).

THE AIRCRAFT IDENTIFIED IN POINTS 1 AND 2, AND
THE TRAFFIC AND AIRCRAFT CARRIER IN POINT 3,

‘' APPEAR LIKELY TO BE AMERICAN. END TEXT.
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ACTION EUR-01

INFO LOG-00 ACDA-13 ADS-00 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 CFE-01
CSCE-01 H-01 ~ IMMC-01 INRE-00 INR-01 I0-19
NRRC-01 - NSAE-00 OIC-02 PA-01 PM-01 PRS-01
SB-01 SP-01 SS0-00  SS-01 TRSE-00 T-01

/053W ~
------------------ A495EC 251449Z /45

O 2514432 OCT 91 ’

FM AMEMBASSY ROME

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9745

INFO WHITEHOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE

SN, SECTION 01 OF 04 ROME 19453

STATE FOR EUR/WE (NIGRO); WHITE HOUSE FOR NSC
(WAYNE)

E.O. 12356: DECL:0ADR

TAGS: OVIP (BUSH, GEORGE), NATO, IT

SUBJECT: NATO SUMMIT: THE PRESIDENT’S BILATERAL
- MEETING WITH PM ANDREOTTI

REFS: (A) ROME 16667, (B) ROME 17537, (C) ROME
- . 17685, (D) ROME 18167, (E) ROME 19404

1. - - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. THE ONLY SUBSTANTIVE U.S.-ITALIAN EVENT LIKELY

g
PAGE 02 ROME 19453 01 OF 04 2514442
TO BE SCHEDULED FOR THE NATO SUMMIT IN ROME IS THE
PRESIDENT’S MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER GIULIO
ANDREOTTI, OVER BREAKFAST AT THE AMBASSADOR'S
RESIDENCE, NOVEMBER 7. (WE ASSUME THAT SECRETARY
BAKER AND FOREIGN MINISTER DE MICHELIS WILL TAKE

PART IN THIS MEETING.) BESIDES A BRIEF BACKGROUND
NOTE, WE ADDRESS BELOW PRIMARILY -MATTERS TO BE

DODE-00
L-03
P-01
USIE-00

DISCUSSED DURING THE NATO SUMMIT AND SECOND '
OTHER INTERNATIONAL AND SOME BILATERAL MATTE %END CLASSIFICATION

GENERAL BACKGROUND ON ITALY
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3. ITALIAN GDP GROWTH HAS SLOWED TO AN ANTICIPATED
1.4 PERCENT IN 1991 DUE TO THE GLOBAL SLOWDOWN.
ITALY’S BUDGET DEFICIT (MORE THAN 10 PERCENT OF
GDP) AND PUBLIC DEBT (OVER 100 PERCENT OF GDP) ARE
THE ECONOMY’S MOST PRESSING PROBLEMS. REFLECTING

. THESE WEAKNESSES, ITALY’S FINANCIAL RATING HAS BEEN
DOWNGRADED BY MOODY’'S AND STANDARD AND POOR’S.
WITH WARNINGS FROM THE IMF, OECD AND EC, A HEALTHY
CONCERN ABOUT THE NATION’S FINANCIAL STRUCTURE IS
SPREADING. THE FOUR-PARTY COALITION GOVERNMENT,
HOWEVER, HAS NOT YET DEMONSTRATED THE WILL TO ADOPT
THE NECESSARY TOUGH DOMESTIC MEASURES. BEHIND THE
GOVERNMENT'S INHIBITION, IN PART, IS THE COALITION
PARTIES’ DESIRE NOT TO ALIENATE VOTERS PRIOR TO THE
NATIONAL ELECTIONS NOW SCHEDULED FOR NEXT MAY, IN
WHICH IT IS LIKELY THE GOVERNING COALITION WILL
SUFFER LOSSES (AND MAY NOT GAIN A MAJORITY IN

PARLIAMENT) . THE COUNTRY ii iENERALLY REGARDED AS

PAGE 03 ROME 19453 01 OF 04 2514442

LESS THAN WELL-PREPARED FOR EC92, AND THERE IS
WIDESPREAD CRITICISM OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT FOR
ITS FAILURE TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE PUBLIC SERVICES,
STOP THE SPREAD OF ORGANIZED CRIME, AND GET CONTROL
OF THE PUBLIC SECTOR DEFICIT. (FOR FURTHER
BACKGROUND ON U.S.-ITALIAN RELATIONS, PLEASE SEE
REFTELS, A SERIES OF BACKGROUND REPORTS SUBMITTED
OVER THE LAST MONTH.)

- PN B e Al

4. THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT FULLY SUPPORTS GREATER
EUROPEAN COOPERATION IN SECURITY AND DEFENSE ISSUES
THROUGH ESTABLISHMENT OF A BRIDGE BETWEEN THE
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND NATO. IT WAS ITALY DURING
ITS EC PRESIDENCY IN SEPTEMBER, 1990, THAT PROPOSED
FOLDING THE WEU INTO THE COMMUNITY. THE ITALIANS
HAVE ABANDONED THAT PROPOSAL IN ITS SIMPLEST FORM
BUT CONTINUE TO ADVOCATE AN EXPANDED EUROPEAN
DEFENSE EFFORT COMPLIMENTARY TO THE TRIED AND
TESTED NATO ALLIANCE. /

(i
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ITALIANS WANT BOTH THE CONVENTIONAL AND NUCLEAR
PRESENCE OF THE U.S. IN EUROPE TO PREVENT ANY
UNRAVELING OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION EFFORTS. IN
RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARY CHENEY, BOTH
ANDREOTTI AND DEFENSE MINISTER ROGNONI STRESSED:

--THAT NATO IS THE BASIS OF EUROPEAN SECURITY; AND

PAGE 04 ROME 19453 01 OF 04 251444Z

--THAT EUROPEAN EFFORTS SHOULD BE COORDINATED AND
NOT CONFLICT WITH NATO.

5. THE RECENT ANGLO-ITALIAN PAPER ON EUROPEAN
SECURITY SYNTHESIZED THE TWO COUNTRIES’ VIEWS ON
EUROPEAN DEFENSE COORDINATION. IT WAS CONCEIVED BY
THE ITALIANS TO BE A GENERAL EXPOSITION OF VIEWS
BEGINNING FROM THE PREMISE THAT NATO WILL REMAIN
THE BASIS OF WESTERN SECURITY FOR THE FORESEEABLE
FUTURE. ANDREOTTI OPPOSES TAMPERING WITH NATO IN
THE NEAR TERM, AND HE BELIEVES THAT IT WILL TAKE
YEARS TO BUILD THE POLITICAL CONSENSUS FOR JOINT

L Y
PAGE 01 ROME 19453 02 OF 04 2514452
ACTION EUR-01

INFO LOG-00 ACDA-13 ADS-00 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 CFE-01 DODE-00

CSCE-01 H-01 IMMC-01 INRE-00 1INR-01 I0-19 L-03

NRRC-01 NSAE-00 OIC-02 PA-01 PM-01 PRS-01 P-01

SB-01 SP-01 SS0-00 §S-01 TRSE-00 T-01 USIE-00
/053W
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INFO WHITEHOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE

SRS SECTION 02 OF 04 ROME 19453

STATE FOR EUR/WE (NIGRO); WHITE HOUSE FOR NSC
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‘ RATHER THAN A COUNCIL, ITALY HAS PROPOSED
THAT NATO SIGN AGREEMENTS WITH EACH EAST EUROPEAN
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E.O. 12356: DECL:0ADR
TAGS: OVIP (BUSH, GEORGE), NATO, IT
* SUBJECT: NATO SUMMIT: THE PRESIDENT’S BILATERAL
- MEETING WITH PM ANDREOTTI
DEFENSE EFFORTS IN THE EC CONTEXT. CURRENTLY, THE
ITALIANS ARE WORKING TO FASHION A COMPROMISE
BETWEEN THEIR OWN PROPOSAI AND ‘FRENCH-GERMAN IDEAS
IN THE RUNUP TO THE EC SUMMIT AT MAASTRICHT.
AR
PAGE 02 ROME 19453 02 OF 04 2514452
FOUR POWER NUCLEAR MEETING
B1
6
NATO LIAISON WITH EASTERN EUROPE
7. ANDREOTTI TOLD CHENEY OCTOBER 21 THAT ITALY
SUPPORTED AN ENHANCED ROLE FOR NATO IN REACHING OUT
TO FORMER MEMBERS OF THE WARSAW PACT AND IN
GUARANTEEING THEIR SECURITY. THE ITALIANS WELCOMED
Bl
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COUNTRY, AND UNDER THAT UMBRELLA BEGIN THE

COOPERATIVE ENDEAVORS WE ALSO SUPPORT. | , Bl

FRENCH, THE ITALIANS BELIEVE THAT THE CSCE AS WELL
AS NATO SHOULD PLAY A LARGER ROLE IN BRINGING THE
EAST EUROPEANS CLOSER TO THE WEST.

8. THE ITALIANS HAVE INDICATED THEIR READINESS IN
LIGHT OF CONGRESSIONAL SPENDING STRICTURES TO BE
HELPFUL IN FINDING A WAY TO CONTINUE CONSTRUCTION
‘OF THE NATO-FUNDED AIR BASE AT CROTONE, ITALY. IN
THE OCTOBER 21 DISCUSSIONS WITH CHENEY, BOTH
ANDREOTTI AND ROGNONI EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO LOOK
AT ALTERNATIVES. SHOULD NEW PROPOSALS BE
.FORMULATED, THE ITALIANS WOULD LIKE TO HAVE

SOMETHING TO SAY TO THE DPC IN DECEMBER. / B1

9. ANDREOTTI WILL BE INTERESTED IN OBTAINING THE
PRESIDENT’S VIEWS ON THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE

)
T .
PAGE 04 ROME 19453 02 OF 04 25144532
CONFERENCE AND ON THE PROSPECTS FOR FURTHER

PROGRESS. BOTH ANDREOTTI AND DE MICHELIS HAVE
STRONGLY SUPPORTED U.S. EFFORTS THUS FAR. IN EARLY

B1
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ACTION EUR-01

INFO LOG-00 ACDA-13 ADS-00 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 CFE-01 DODE-00

CSCE-01 H-01 IMMC-01 INRE-00 INR-01 10-19 L-03

NRRC-01 NSAE-00 OIC-02 PA-01 PM-01 PRS-01 P-01

SB-01 SP-01 SS0-00 SS-01 TRSE-00 T-01 USIE-00
/053W

------------------ A49674 251452Z /45
O 251443Z OCT 91
FM AMEMBASSY ROME
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9747
INFO WHITEHOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE

e SECTION 03 OF 04 ROME 19453

STATE FOR EUR/WE (NIGRO); WHITE HOUSE FOR NSC
(WAYNE)

E.O. 12356: DECL:0ADR

TAGS: OVIP (BUSH, GEORGE), NATO, IT

SUBJECT: NATO SUMMIT: THE PRESIDENT’S BILATERAL
- MEETING WITH PM ANDREOTTI

BALANCE ITALY’'S LONGSTANDING, GOOD RELATIONS WITH
THE ARAB OIL PRODUCERS. FINALLY, TO AVOID
COMPLICATING U.S. MIDDLE EAST PEACE EFFORTS, DE
MICHELIS HAS NOT PRESSED HIS INITIATIVE FOR A
CONFERENCE FOR SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN, MODELLED ON CSCE.

-
SRR
PAGE 02 ROME 19453 03 OF 04 25144672
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10. THE ITALIANS REMAIN INTERESTED IN EUROPEAN
PARTICIPATION IN THE PEACE PROCESS. FOREIGN
MINISTRY CONTACTS HAVE ASKED ABOUT THE VENUE FOR
THE FOLLOW-ON TALKS.

11. THE MEETING WITH ANDREOTTI OFFERS THE
PRESIDENT AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO PUSH FOR
ITALY TO BE GENEROUS IN THE FINAL PHASE OF THE
ROUND. ITALY IS NOT OPPOSED TO INCREASED EC

NEGOTIATING FLEXIBILITY AND WANTS THE NEGOTIATIONS
TO SUCCEED, [

- - - - — = - - - — -

12. ITALY COMMITTED ITSELF EARLY TO ASSIST THE
SOVIET UNION, BY MAKING AVAILABLE APPROXIMATELY
$6.4 BILLION IN CREDITS OVER FIVE YEARS.
SUBSEQUENTLY, HOWEVER, DOMESTIC BUDGET REALITIES
HAVE MODERATED ITALIAN CALLS FOR MASSIVE WESTERN
ASSISTANCE TO THE SOVIETS AS WELL AS THE EAST
EUROPEANS AND HAVE LIMITED ADDITIONAL ITALIAN

PAGE 03 ROME 19453 03 OF 04 2514462
CONTRIBUTIONS. THE ITALIANS WILL BE EAGER TO KNOW
CURRENT U.S. THOUGHTS.

13. FOLLOWING A LARGE REFUGEE INFLUX EARLIER THIS
- YEAR, ITALY HAS COMMITTED ITSELF TO NEARLY $200
MILLION IN EMERGENCY AID FOR ALBANIA THUS FAR, PLUS
SUBSTANTIAL ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT AID. ITALY
WOULD LIKE OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES TO SHARE THE
BURDEN. THE ITALIAN MILITARY IS IN ALBANIA

Bl
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DISTRIBUTING AID; THEY HELPED US DELIVER SOME OF
OUR OWN RELIEF SUPPLIES, AND MAY BE ASKED TO DO THE
SAME FOR MUCH OTHER WESTERN ASSISTANCE.

YUGOSLAVIA SANCTIONS l

14. ITALY HAS A LARGE AID PROGRAM (OVER $350

- MILLION OVER THREE YEARS) WITH YUGOSLAVIA AND CLOSE
ECONOMIC TIES. 1IT FAVORS SANCTIONS AGAINST THOSE
WHO ARE FOUND RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTINUING THE
VIOLENCE OR CAUSING A BREAKDOWN OF NEGOTIATIONS,

M ELIS HAS
BEEN TAKING THE LEAD IN RESISTING DOMESTIC PRESSURE
TO RECOGNIZE THE INDEPENDENCE OF THESE TWO

PAGE 04 ROME 19453 03 OF 04 251446Z
REPUBLICS AHEAD OF A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION WITHIN THE

- EC.

15. WE SEEM TO HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS IN
CONVINCING THE ITALIANS OF THE NEED TO BASE
DECISIONS ON SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE AND A HARD
BALANCING OF THE COSTS AND BENEFITS, BUT WE NEED TO
CONTINUE OUR EFFORT.

PAGE 01 ROME 19453 04 OF 04 2514472

" ACTION EUR-01

INFO LOG-00 ACDA-13 ADS-00 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 CFE-01

DODE-00

B1
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9748
INFO WHITEHOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE

., SECTION 04 OF 04 ROME 19453

STATE FOR EUR/WE (NIGRO):; WHITE HOUSE FOR NSC
(WAYNE)

E.O. 12356: DECL:OADR

TAGS: OVIP (BUSH, GEORGE), NATO, IT

SUBJECT: NATO SUMMIT: THE PRESIDENT’S BILATERAL
- MEETING WITH PM ANDREOTTI

16. ANDREOTTI MAY GO TO IRAN IN NOVEMBER. HIS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS INCREASED ECONOMIC AND

POLITICAL RELATIONS WITH IRAN. ITALIAN COMMERCIAL

INTEREST, ESPECIALLY IN HEAVY INDUSTRY, IS

INCREASING. | Bl

17.{ Bl
DE MICHELIS RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THAT

PARTICIPATE, BUT THE ITALIAN TREASURY WILL NOT
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDS. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IS
TRYING TO REPROGRAM EXISTING RESOURCES.
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SPACE COOPERATION

18. OUR COOPERATION ON SPACE IS STRONG. THE
ITALIAN SPACE AGENCY (ASI) AND NASA CONCLUDED
RECENTLY A DRAFT AGREEMENT FOR LOGISTICS MODULES
AND A LABORATORY TO SPACE STATION FREEDOM. THE
ITALIANS MAY MENTION A HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE IN
WASHINGTON NEXT DECEMBER ON U.S.-ITALIAN SPACE
COOPERATION; THEY HOPE FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT’S
PARTICIPATION.

SR
PAGE 03 ROME 19453 04 OF 04 2514472

ALLEGATIONS OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN DOWNING AIRLINER

19. ON JUNE 27, 1980 AN ITAVIA AIRLINE DC-9
CRASHED INTO THE TYRRHENIAN SEA OFF THE ISLAND OF
USTICA, NEAR SICILY. THE CAUSE OF THE DOWNING HAS
NEVER BEEN EXPLAINED. FUELED BY PRESS SPECULATION,
CONTROVERSIAL AND POLITICALLY SENSITIVE THEORIES OF
U.S. MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN THE DOWNING HAVE
CIRCULATED WIDELY. THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS )
RECENTLY MADE ADDITIONAL REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION
FROM THE U.S. AND THE AMBASSADOR HAS PUBLICLY
PLEDGED FULL U.S. COOPERATION TO ASSIST THE
OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION IN ANY WAY WE CAN.

SECCHIA
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ACTION EUR-01

INFO 1L0OG-00 ACDA-13 ADS-00 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 CFE-01
CSCE-01 H-01 IMMC-01 INRE-00 1INR-01 I0-19
NRRC-01 NSAE-00 OIC-02 PA-01 PM-01 PRS-01
SB-01  SP-01 ~ SSO-00 §s-01 TRSE-00 T-01

/053W
—————————————————— A69644 301827z /46

O 301823Z OCT 951

FM AMEMBASSY ROME

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9930

WHITEHOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE

INFO DEPT JUSTICE WASHDC

DIRFBI WASHDC 0251

SRS ROME 19745

STATE FOR EUR/WE (NIGRO); WHITE HOUSE FOR NSC
(WAYNE)

E.O. 12356: DECL:OADR

TAGS: OVIP (BUSH, GEORGE), NATO, IT

SUBJECT: NATO SUMMIT: BRIEFING MEMO FOR

- PRESIDENT’S BILATERAL WITH PM ANDREOTTI

REF: (A) ROME 19453 (B) ROME 19631 (C) STATE
357111 (D) ROME 19744

1. ”- ENTIRE TEXT.

PAGE 02 ROME 19745 3018232

2. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES IT IS IMPORTANT TO FLAG
TWO BILATERAL ITEMS FOR THE PRESIDENT BEFORE HIS
MEETING WITH PM ANDREOTTI: THE USTICA CASE (REF A,
PARA 19) AND THE AL-JAWARY CASE (OTHER REFTELS) .

3. THE USTICA CASE IS ONE THAT ANDREOTTI MAY
RAISE. ALTHOUGH THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE ITAVIA
DC-9 OVER THE TYRRHENIAN SEA OCCURRED 11 YEARS AGO,
THE UNSOLVED CAUSE OF THE CRASH CONTINUES TO
EXERCISE THE PUBLIC, THE MEDIA AND THE HIGHEST

DODE-00
L-03
P-01
USIE-00
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LEVELS OF THE GOVERNMENT, JUST AS THE CAUSE OF THE
PAN AM 103 CRASH ENGAGES US. THE PRESIDENT SHOULD
BE READY TO ASSURE ANDREOTTI THAT THE U.S. REMAINS
PREPARED TO ASSIST THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES BY
PROVIDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE WHEREABOUTS OF U.S.
SHIPS AND PLANES ON THE NIGHT OF THE DISASTER.

4. THE AL-JAWARY CASE, WHICH IS IMPORTANT TO US,
-1S ONE THAT THE PRESIDENT SHOULD RAISE, IF WE HAVE
NOT YET OBTAINED A FAVORABLE COURT OR GOVERNMENT -
RULING ON OUR REQUEST FOR AL-JAWARY'S EXTRADITION.

SECCHIA
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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH ITALIAN DEFENSE MINISTER

REF: ROME 19340

1. SEEENENREER - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY: ITALIAN MINISTER OF DEFENSE ROGNONI
CAME TO PAVIA ON OCTOBER 30 TO ACT AS MY ESC

DURING USIS SPONSORED VISIT. DURING THE FOU%%SEEND CLASSIFICATION
THAT WE SPENT TOGETHER, WE DISCUSSED THE PREVIOUS

DAY'S WEU MEETING IN BONN, THE REVIEW OF THE
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AL JAWARY CASE AND CURRENT ITALIAN CONCERNS WITH THE
EVER SURFACING USTICA ISSUE. END SUMMARY.

3. ITALIAN DEFENSE MINISTER VIRGINIO ROGNONI
TRAVELED TO HIS HOME TOWN OF PAVIA (50 MILES FROM
MILAN) TO PERSONALLY WELCOME ME ON OCTOBER 30. I WAS
IN PAVIA TO TAKE PART IN A CEREMONY AT WHICH 14TH
CENTURY FRESCOS WHICH HAD BEEN REMOVED FROM ITALY AND
HAD BECOME PART OF THE COLLECTION OF THE PHILADELPHIA
FINE ART MUSEUM WERE RETURNED TO THEIR ORIGINAL HOME.

4. I USED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ASK MINISTER ROGNONI
ABOUT THE MEETING OF THE WEU ON OCT. 29.
SPECIFICALLY, I PRODDED HIM ON THE POSSIBILITY OF
COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE ITALIAN-BRITISH PROPOSAL AND
THE FRANCO-GERMAN PROPOSATL, 1™

[RE

BELIEVED THAT PROGRESS HAD INDEED BEEN MADE. HE
STRESSED THAT THE TWO PROPOSALS HAVE MANY POINTS IN
COMMON. MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE REALIZATION OF THE

PAGE 03 ROME 19898 01 OF 02 0414382

NEED FOR A COMMON DEFENSE OF EUROPE IN CONSULTATION
WITH THE U.S. HOWEVER, THE FRENCH ARE STILL WARY OF .
THE U.S.’S PRIMORDIAL ROLE IN EUROPEAN DEFENSE.
ROGNONI OBSERVED THAT "THE FRENCH STILL WANT TO DRESS
AND SPEAK LIKE DE GAULLE, WITHOUT HAVING DE GAULLE."

5.

[ GIVEN '

THE TIGHT BUDGET SITUATION IN ALL COUNTRIES, THERE IS:
NO POSSIBILITY OF INCREASES IN TROOP LEVELS. ’
THEREFORE, EXISTING UNITS WOULD HAVE TO BE
"DOUBLE-HATTED" THAT IS, TO BE ABLE TO SERVE IN A
NATO OR EUROPEAN ROLE AS EVENTS WARRANTED. THE
MINISTER THEN CLARIFIED BY STATING THAT FRANCE WOULD
NOT PARTICIPATE IN AN INTEGRATED NATO EFFORT WHILE .
THE U.S. AND CANADA WOULD NOT BE PART OF AN EUROPEAN
EFFORT. IF, FOR EXAMPLE, THERE HAD BEEN AN
INTERVENTION FORCE SENT TO YUGOSLAVIA, IT WOULD HAVE
BEEN A EUROPEAN AND NOT A NATO FORCE. FURTHER

B1

B1
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EXPLAINING, HE SAID THAT A EUROPEAN FORCE MIGHT BE
CALLED UPON TO UNDERTAKE MILITARY ACTION IN AN AREA
NOT COVERED BY NATO OR IN EASTERN EUROPE. I ASKED
HOW THE WEU WOULD MOVE THESE TROOPS WITHOUT U.S.
TRANSPORTS AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT. [
B1
6. I ASKED THE MINISTER IF THE ISSUE OF THE
- INCREASED IMPORTANCE OF NATO’S SOUTHERN FLANK WAS
_RAISED.
TP
B1
NNNN
S
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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH ITALIAN DEFENSE MINISTER
- Bl
7. I ALSO USED MY MORNING WITH ROGNONI TO BRING UP
THE AL JAWARY CASE AND THE CURRENT RESURFACING OF THE
USTICA AFFAIR. I TOLD THE MINISTER THAT IF TERRORIST
QAL JAWARY, WHOSE CASE IS CURRENTLY UNDER REVIEW BY
[ JCORRADO CARNEVALE WAS BI
D, THERE WOULD BE STRONG REACTION IN THE
STATES. Bl

. , M TH BAB U.S.
REACTION TO ITALIAN JUSTICE MINISTER MARTELLI
IMMEDIATELY UPON RETURN TO ROME.
8. MOVING ONTO USTICA, I TOLD THE MINISTER THAT WE
HAVE DECIDED NOT TO GO FORWARD IMMEDIATELY WITH A
RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST BY AMBASSADOR BIANCHIERI. WE
WERE PRESENTLY PREPARING A MORE COMPLETE LETTER, BUT
IT HAD BEEN SOMEWHAT DELAYED BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF
KEY PEOPLE WHO WERE NOW ATTENDING THE MADRID
CONFERENCE. I STATED THAT WE HOPED TO PUT TOGETHER A
SERIES OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS THAT THE U.S. WOULD
USE WITH THE PRESS. THE MINISTER REMARKED THAT WE
WOULD HAVE TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF EVERYTHING IN THE AREA
ON THE EVENING OF 1980, NOT JUST AIRCRAFT. I TOLD
HIM THAT THERE HAD BEEN 21 FLIGHTS OF AIRCRAFT FROM
THE USS SARATOGA, BUT THEY HAD TAKEN PLACE FROM
SIGONELLA, NOT FROM NAPLES WHERE THE CARRIER WAS THEN
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QMOORED AND HAD LANDED BEFORE THE USTICA CRASH. I
TOLD HIM THAT WE INTENDED TO ATTACK THE ISSUE HEAD-ON
AND TO COORDINATE CLOSELY AMONG THE THREE USG
AGENCIES INVOLVED. HE CONCURRED THAT WE NEEDED A
STRONG STATEMENT FROM EMBASSY ROME.

9. COMMENT: I EXPRESSED MY PERSONAL APPRECIATION TO
THE MINISTER FOR THE FACT THAT HE TOOK FOUR HOURS
(EXCLUDING TRAVEL TIME) OUT OF HIS SCHEDULE TO BE
WITH ME IN PAVIA. MORE IMPORTANTLY, THIS GESTURE
UNDERLINES THE DEGREE OF IMPORTANCE THE ITALIAN
GOVERNMENT, AND SPECIFICALLY THE CURRENT MINISTER OF
DEFENSE, PLACES ON IN-DEPTH COMMUNICATION AND
CONSULTATIONS ON DEFENSE ISSUES.

SECCHIA
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9. THE ITALIAN PEACE MO OULD SO EASILY RALLY TENS

OF THOUSANDS OF DEMONSTRATORS ON OCCASION IN THE LATE 19260S AND

1970S HAS LONG SINCE CEASED TO HAVE BROAD POPULAR SUPPORT. IN RECENT
YEARS, ANTI-MILITARY DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE BEEN VERY LIMITED BOTH IN
NUMBER OF EVENTS AND IN THE NUMBER PARTICIPANTS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE
ANNOUNCEMENT IN MID-OCTOBER THAT SOME U.S. F-16S WOULD BE TEMPORARILY
DEPLOYED IN GOIA DEL COLLE IN SOUTH ITALY DREW PROTESTS FROM THE
LOCAL PDS WHICH CIRCULATED PROTEST FLYERS AND DISCUSSED THE
DEPLOYMENT IN THE CITY COUNCIL. HOWEVER, THEIR EFFORTS FAILED TO
AROUSE ANY NOTICEABLE PUBLIC REACTION AND THERE WERE NO
DEMONSTRATIONS, ACCORDING TO OUR CONTACTS IN THE AREA. EVEN THE
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FORMERLY ACTIVE LOCAL PEACE MOVEMENT FAILED TO JOIN THE PDS EFFORT.
10. THE WANING ITALIAN ENTHUSIASM FOR THE RADICAL LEFT WAS ALSO
REFLECTED IN THE NATIONAL PARLIAMENT ELECTION LAST APRIL WHEN MOST
LEFTIST GROUPS DECIDED TO NOT RUN SLATES OF CANDIDATES. ONLY

A FEW FAR LEFTIST CANDIDATES WERE ELECTED, AND THE ONCE NOTABLE GROUP
OF INDEPENDENT LEFTISTS IN PARLIAMENT WAS NO MORE. NAPLES’ GRAND OLD
MAN OF THE FAR LEFT, MARCO PANELLA (FOUNDER OF THE RADICAL PARTY) RAN
A LIST OF CANDIDATES BEARING HIS OWN NAME RATHER THAN TRYING TO
REVIVE THE RADICAL PARTY AND ITS OLD IDEALS. INSTEAD, THE PANELLA

PAGE 03 RUFNSAAS5 090 il

' LIST PLATFORM BASED ITS CAMPAIGN ON POLITICAL REFORM PROPOSALS WHILE
ATTACKING THE "CORRUPT" POLITICAL ESTABLISHMENT. SIMILARLY, IN TUNE
WITH THE SHIFT IN PUBLIC SENTIMENTS, THE GREENS IN SOUTH ITALY RAN
ON MORE MODERATE PLATFORMS THAN IN THE PAST, AND FOCUSED ON ECONOMIC
AND POLITICAL REFORM, AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. THE GREENS
HIGHLIGHTED THEIR SUPPORT FOR ANTI-ORGANIZED CRIME MEASURES

PAGE 03 NAPLES 03512 0714072
(WHAT A CHANGE--MOST OF THE GREENS BECAME PROPONENTS OF
"LAW AND ORDER") .
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11. ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS HAVE BECOME MORE OF A CONCERN FOR
MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS AND BASES THAN THE ATTENTION-GRABBING LARGE
SCALE PACIFIST DEMONSTRATIONS WERE IN THE 13560S AND 1970S.

LEFTIST GROUPS OPPOSED TO THE PROPOSED DEPLOYMENT OF THE U.S.

401ST WING OF F-16S (FROM TORREJON SPAIN) TO CROTONE (A PLAN NIXED
BY THE U.S. CONGRESS IN 1952) ACTIVELY SOUGHT TO USE ENVIRONMENTAL
ISSUES TO ROUSE PUBLIC OPPOSITION TO THE TRANSFER. ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSIDERATIONS AND STUDIES ALSO STALLED THE PROPOSED TRANSFER OF
MAJOR U.S. NAVAL FACILITIES TO CAPODICHINO (NAPLES AREA) FOR A NUMBER

PAGE 04 RUFNSAA5090 m
OF YEARS AND AT ONE POINT HAD APPEARED LIKELY TO BLOCK THE MOVE.

THESE TWO EXPERIENCES CAN ONLY ENCOURAGE LEFTISTS TO VIEW
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDIES AS A PROMISING TOOL FOR OPPOSING AND
PERHAPS DELAYING MILITARY BASING PLANS UNTIL THEY ARE OUTDATED BY
EVENTS.

USTICA -- GHOSTS FROM THE PAST THREATEN THE FUTURE

12. THE ALMOST PERENNIAL DEBATE ON THE MYSTERIOUS CRASH OF AN
ITALIAN AIRLINER NEAR USTICA ON JUNE 27, 1980 (81 LIVES LOST)
PRESENTS THE MOST SERIOUS PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEM FACING U.S. FORCES
IN ITALY AT PRESENT. DESPITE THE U.S. MILITARY’S AND THE U.S.
EMBASSY’S CAREFUL AND COMPREHENSIVE EFFORTS TO COOPERATE WITH ITALIAN
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AUTHORITIES AND COUNTER INACCURATE SPECULATIVE MEDIA COVERAGE
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS, THIS ISSUE BECAME FRONT PAGE NEWS AGAIN IN
1992. THE KEY PROBLEM IS THAT THE LACK OF CONCRETE EVIDENCE ON THE
CRASH AND THE INCOMPLETE RECORDS OF 1980 APPEAL TO CONGENITAL
LEFTISTS AND A GENERAL ITALIAN PUBLIC THIRST FOR CONSPIRACIES. A
RASH OF RECENT SPECULATIVE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND TV NEWSCLIPS HAVE
SUGGESTED THAT AT LEAST ONE U.S. AIRCRAFT WAS INVOLVED AND THAT A

PAGE 05 RUFNSAA5090

COVERUP HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR YEARS.

13. SUCH INNUENDO HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR YEARS. SPECULATION WAS
FURTHER INFLAMED WHEN JOURNALISTS HIGHLIGHTED ILL-CONCEIVED
STATEMENTS BY ITALIAN DEFENSE MINISTER SALVO ANDO TO VISITING
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE RICHARD CHENEY ON OCTOBER 25. TRUST IN THE U.S.
MILITARY WAS LESSENED IN SOUTHERN ITALY BY NEGATIVE NEWS ARTICLES
WITH SENSATIONALIST AND INACCURATE TITLES SUCH AS "ENOUGH LIES ON
USTICA--ANDO OBTAINS COMMITMENT FROM CHENEY TO COLLABORATE."™ THESE
ARTICLES OF COURSE FAILED TO MENTION THAT U.S. OFFICIALS HAVE
CONSISTENTLY PROMISED TO AND HAVE COOPERATED WITH ITALIAN OFFICIALS
IN THE VARIOUS INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED SINCE THE USTICA CRASH.

14. ONE OF THE MORE DAMAGING ASPECTS OF THE UNBALANCED PRESS
COVERAGE IS THE IMPLICATION THAT MILITARY AIRCRAFT ENDANGER THE
SAFETY OF CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT. SEVERAL ARTICLES IN SOUTHERN ITALIAN
NEWSPAPERS SPECULATED THAT U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT, AND POSSIBLY AN
ITALIAN FIGHTER JET AND/OR U.S. NAVY SHIPS, WERE ENGAGED IN A
MILITARY EXERCISE IN THE VICINITY OF USTICA AND THAT THE CIVILIAN
AIRLINER WAS SHOT DOWN BY AN ALLIED MISSILE. THESE INSINUATIONS ADD
TO THE ITALIAN PUBLIC’'S CONCERN AND COULD ENHANCE THE ITALIAN
PUBLIC’S RELUCTANCE TO ACCEPT MILITARY FLIGHTS OR AIRCRAFT DEPLOYMENT

PAGE 05 NAPLES 03512 0714072

PAGE 06 RUFNSAAS5090
IN AREAS PERCEIVED TO HAVE CONGESTED AIRSPACE.

15. THE FALL OF COMMUNISM IN EASTERN EUROPE HAS NOT ELIMINATED ALL
THREATS TO ITALY’S SECURITY WORRIES, BUT HAS CHANGED THE NATURE OF
SOME OF THEM. WE HAVE NOTED A QUICKNESS ON THE PART OF SOUTHERN
ITALIAN POLITICIANS TO POINT TO YUGOSLAVIA AND ALBANIA AS AREAS OF
SPECIAL CONCERN FOR SOUTHERN ITALIANS. THE FLOOD OF REFUGEES THAT
BEGAN ARRIVING IN 1991 PRESENTED A VERY IMMEDIATE AND LARGE SCALE
PROBLEM. THE PREFECT IN BARI MENTIONED TO US THAT ONE CANNOT ASSUME
THAT THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WILL BE ABLE TO REPEAT THE SUCCESS THEY

Page - 775

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
Aapntapicall

Date Printed: CHANNEL: n/a 163
16 Apr 2002 DOC_NBR: 1992NAPLES03512 HANDLING: n/a

HAD THE LAST TIME IN TURNING BACK THE REFUGEES. SOUTHERN ITALY HAS
SEVERAL COMMUNITIES ON THE COAST THAT HAVE ALBANIAN AND YUGOSLAVIAN
ETHNIC POPULATIONS AND ARE NATURAL MAGNETS FOR FLEEING REFUGEES FROM
THESE NATIONS. OTHER OFFICIALS IN PUGLIA MENTIONED THAT SEVERAL
SMALL BANDS OF REFUGEES HAD BEEN CAUGHT SMUGGLING WEAPONS AND
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE COLLAPSE OF VARIOUS GOVERNMENTS IN EASTERN
EUROPE MIGHT LEAD TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BLACK MARKET FOR WEAPONS
TRANSITING ITALY. AN EASTERN EUROPEAN ARMS SMUGGLING OPERATION WAS

NOTE: NOT PASSED TO ABOVE ADDRESSEE (S)

-
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9. THE ITALIAN PEACE MOVEMENT THAT COULD SO EASILY RALLY TENS

OF THOUSANDS OF DEMONSTRATORS ON OCCASION IN THE LATE 1960S AND

19708 HAS LONG SINCE CEASED TO HAVE BROAD POPULAR SUPPORT. IN RECENT
YEARS, ANTI-MILITARY DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE BEEN VERY LIMITED BOTH IN
NUMBER OF EVENTS AND IN THE NUMBER PARTICIPANTS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE
ANNOUNCEMENT IN MID-OCTOBER THAT SOME U.S. F-16S WOULD BE TEMPORARILY
DEPLOYED IN GOIA DEL COLLE IN SOUTH ITALY DREW PROTESTS FROM THE
LOCAL PDS WHICH CIRCULATED PROTEST FLYERS AND DISCUSSED THE
DEPLOYMENT IN THE CITY COUNCIL. HOWEVER, THEIR EFFORTS FAILED TO
AROUSE ANY NOTICEABLE PUBLIC REACTION AND THERE WERE NO
DEMONSTRATIONS, ACCORDING TO OUR CONTACTS IN THE AREA. EVEN THE
FORMERLY ACTIVE LOCAL PEACE MOVEMENT FAILED TO JOIN THE PDS EFFORT.
10. THE WANING ITALIAN ENTHUSIASM FOR THE RADICAL LEFT WAS ALSO
REFLECTED IN THE NATIONAL PARLIAMENT ELECTION LAST APRIL WHEN MOST
LEFTIST GROUPS DECIDED TO NOT RUN SLATES OF CANDIDATES. ONLY

A FEW FAR LEPFTIST CANDIDATES WERE ELECTED, AND THE ONCE NOTABLE GROUP
OF INDEPENDENT LEFTISTS IN PARLIAMENT WAS NO MORE. NAPLES’ GRAND OLD
MAN OF THE FAR LEFT, MARCO PANELLA (FOUNDER OF THE RADICAL PARTY) RAN
A LIST OF CANDIDATES BEARING HIS OWN NAME RATHER THAN TRYING TO
REVIVE THE RADICAL PARTY AND ITS OLD IDEALS. INSTEAD, THE PANELLA
LIST PLATFORM BASED ITS CAMPAIGN ON POLITICAL REFORM PROPOSALS WHILE -
ATTACKING THE "CORRUPT" POLITICAL ESTABLISHMENT. SIMILARLY, IN TUNE
WITH THE SHIFT IN PUBLIC SENTIMENTS, THE GREENS IN SOUTH ITALY RAN
ON MORE MODERATE PLATFORMS THAN IN THE PAST, AND FOCUSED ON ECONOMIC
AND POLITICAL REFORM, AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. THE GREENS
HIGHLIGHTED THEIR SUPPORT FOR ANTI-ORGANIZED CRIME MEASURES

(WHAT A CHANGE--MOST OF THE GREENS BECAME PROPONENTS OF

"LAW AND ORDER") .

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES--PREDICTABLE HEADACHES FOR MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS

PAGE 03 NAPLES 03512 02 OF 03 0717292

11. ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS HAVE BECOME MORE OF A CONCERN FOR
MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS AND BASES THAN THE ATTENTION-GRABBING LARGE
SCALE PACIFIST DEMONSTRATIONS WERE IN THE 1960S AND 1970S.

LEFTIST GROUPS OPPOSED TO THE PROPOSED DEPLOYMENT OF THE U.S.
401ST WING OF F-16S (FROM TORREJON SPAIN) TO CROTONE (A PLAN NIXED
BY THE U.S. CONGRESS IN 1992) ACTIVELY SOUGHT TO USE ENVIRONMENTAL
ISSUES TO ROUSE PUBLIC OPPOSITION TO THE TRANSFER. ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSIDERATIONS AND STUDIES ALSO STALLED THE PROPOSED TRANSFER OF
MAJOR U.S. NAVAL FACILITIES TO CAPODICHINO (NAPLES AREA) FOR A NUMBER
OF YEARS AND AT ONE POINT HAD APPEARED LIKELY TO BLOCK THE MOVE.
THESE TWO EXPERIENCES CAN ONLY ENCOURAGE LEFTISTS TO VIEW
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDIES AS A PROMISING TOOL FOR OPPOSING AND
PERHAPS DELAYING MILITARY BASING PLANS UNTIL THEY ARE OUTDATED BY
EVENTS.
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USTICA -~ GHOSTS FROM THE PAST THREATEN THE FUTURE

12. THE ALMOST PERENNIAL DEBATE ON THE MYSTERIOUS CRASH OF AN
ITALIAN AIRLINER NEAR USTICA ON JUNE 27, 1980 (81 LIVES LOST)
PRESENTS THE MOST SERIOUS PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEM FACING U.S. FORCES
IN ITALY AT PRESENT. DESPITE THE U.S. MILITARY’'S AND THE U.S.
EMBASSY'S CAREFUL AND COMPREHENSIVE EFFORTS TO COOPERATE WITH ITALIAN
AUTHORITIES AND COUNTER INACCURATE SPECULATIVE MEDIA COVERAGE
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS, THIS ISSUE BECAME FRONT PAGE NEWS AGAIN IN
1992. THE KEY PROBLEM IS THAT THE LACK OF CONCRETE EVIDENCE ON THE
CRASH AND THE INCOMPLETE RECORDS OF 1980 APPEAL TO CONGENITAL
LEFTISTS AND A GENERAL ITALIAN PUBLIC THIRST FOR CONSPIRACIES. A
RASH OF RECENT SPECULATIVE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND TV NEWSCLIPS HAVE
SUGGESTED THAT AT LEAST ONE U.S. AIRCRAFT WAS INVOLVED AND THAT A
COVERUP HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR YEARS.
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13. SUCH INNUENDC HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR YEARS. SPECULATION WAS
FURTHER INFLAMED WHEN JOURNALISTS HIGHLIGHTED ILL-CONCEIVED
STATEMENTS BY ITALIAN DEFENSE MINISTER SALVO ANDO TO VISITING
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE RICHARD CHENEY ON OCTOBER 25. TRUST IN THE U.S.
MILITARY WAS LESSENED IN SOUTHERN ITALY BY NEGATIVE NEWS ARTICLES
WITH SENSATIONALIST AND INACCURATE TITLES SUCH AS "ENOUGH LIES ON
USTICA-ANDO OBTAINS COMMITMENT FROM CHENEY TO COLLABORATE." THESE
ARTICLES OF COURSE FAILED TO MENTION THAT U.S. OFFICIALS HAVE
CONSISTENTLY PROMISED TO AND HAVE COOPERATED WITH ITALIAN OFFICIALS
IN THE VARIOUS INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED SINCE THE USTICA CRASH.

14. ONE OF THE MORE DAMAGING ASPECTS OF THE UNBALANCED PRESS
COVERAGE IS THE IMPLICATION THAT MILITARY AIRCRAFT ENDANGER THE
SAFETY OF CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT. SEVERAL ARTICLES IN SOUTHERN ITALIAN
NEWSPAPERS SPECULATED THAT U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT, AND POSSIBLY AN
ITALIAN FIGHTER JET AND/OR U.S. NAVY SHIPS, WERE ENGAGED IN A
MILITARY EXERCISE IN THE VICINITY OF USTICA AND THAT THE CIVILIAN
AIRLINER WAS SHOT DOWN BY AN ALLIED MISSILE. THESE INSINUATIONS ADD
TO THE ITALIAN PUBLIC’'S CONCERN AND COULD ENHANCE THE ITALIAN
PUBLIC’S RELUCTANCE TO ACCEPT MILITARY FLIGHTS OR AIRCRAFT DEPLOYMENT

IN AREAS PERCEIVED TO HAVE CONGESTED AIRSPACE.

15. THE FALL OF COMMUNISM IN EASTERN EUROPE HAS NOT ELIMINATED ALL
THREATS TO ITALY’'S SECURITY WORRIES, BUT HAS CHANGED THE NATURE OF
SOME OF THEM. WE HAVE NOTED A QUICKNESS ON THE PART OF SOUTHERN
ITALIAN POLITICIANS TO POINT TO YUGOSLAVIA AND ALBANIA AS AREAS OF
SPECIAL CONCERN FOR SOUTHERN ITALIANS. THE FLOOD OF REFUGEES THAT
BEGAN ARRIVING IN 1991 PRESENTED A VERY IMMEDIATE AND LARGE SCALE
PROBLEM. THE PREFECT IN BARI MENTIONED TO US THAT ONE CANNOT ASSUME
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THAT THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WILL BE ABLE TO REPEAT THE SUCCESS THEY
HAD THE LAST TIME IN TURNING BACK THE REFUGEES. SOUTHERN ITALY HAS
SEVERAL COMMUNITIES ON THE COAST THAT HAVE ALBANIAN AND YUGOSLAVIAN
ETHNIC POPULATIONS AND ARE NATURAL MAGNETS FOR FLEEING REFUGEES FROM
THESE NATIONS. OTHER OFFICIALS IN PUGLIA MENTIONED THAT SEVERAL
SMALL BANDS OF REFUGEES HAD BEEN CAUGHT SMUGGLING WEAPONS AND
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE COLLAPSE OF VARIOUS GOVERNMENTS IN EASTERN
EUROPE MIGHT LEAD TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BLACK MARKET FOR WEAPONS
TRANSITING ITALY. AN EASTERN EUROPEAN ARMS SMUGGLING OPERATION WAS

PAGE 01 NAPLES 03512 03 OF 03 0717402
ACTION EUR-01 )

INFO LOG-00 AGRE-00 AID-01 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-00 CTME-00

Cc-01 DODE-00 EB-01 EXIM-06 E-01 FRB-03 HA-09
H-01 INRE-00 INR-01 ITC-01 JUSE-00 LAB-04 L-03
ADS-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OMB-01 OPIC-08 PA-01 PM-02
PRS-01 P-01 SNP-00 SP-00 §5-00 STR-17 TRSE-00
T-01 USIE-00 /066W

R it e e L T 77ED94 0717422 /38
R 061400Z NOV 92 ,
FM AMCONSUL NAPLES//DP1//
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000
AMEMBASSY ROME
INFO AMCONSUL MILAN
AMCONSUL FLORENCE
AMCONSUL GENOA
AMCONSUL PALERMO
NATO EC COLLECTIVE

AR SECTION 03 OF 03 NAPLES 3512
ROME PLS PASS AMCONSULS FLORENCE, GENOA, PALERMO

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: ECON, MARR, PINR, PGOV, IT

SUBJ: SOUTHERN ITALIAN ATTITUDES ON NATO AND THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA
UNCOVERED IN ITALY IN THE 1980S. .

16. SOUTHERN ITALIANS ALSO VIEW THE MIDDLE EAST AS AN AREA OF
IMMEDIATE CONCERN FOR THEIR NATIONAL SECURITY. RADICAL ARAB STATES
COULD JEOPARDIZE SOME VITAL SEA ROUTES OR COULD PROMOTE TERRORIST
ACTIVITY IN SOUTH ITALY. (NOTE: STATISTICS CITED TO US BY UNION

Page - 779

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

m
Date Printed: CHANNEL: n/a 163
16 Apr 2002 DOC_NBR: 1992NAPLES03512 HANDLING: n/a
PAGE 02 NAPLES 03512 03 OF 03 0717402

LEADERS IN CAMPANIA INDICATE THAT 90 PERCENT OF THE IMMIGRANTS IN
THE MEZZOGIORNO ARE MUSLIMS. FURTHERMORE, POLICE REPORTS IN NAPLES
INDICATE THAT THE PLO AND THE IRANIAN REGIME, INTER ALIA, HAVE
SUPPORTERS IN THE REGION.) AS THE MAYOR OF REGGIO CALABRIA REMARKED,
THE ARAB STATES ARE TOO CLOSE FOR ITALIANS TO IGNORE, AND (WITH SOME
EXAGGERATION) "ON A CLEAR DAY YOU CAN SEE LIBYA FROM SOME AREAS OF

SOUTH ITALY."
17. SOUTHERN ITALIAN POLITICIANS AND BUSINESSMEN HAVE ALSO

COMMENTED TO US THAT YUGOSLAVIA, ALBANIA AND THE MIDDLE EAST HAVE THE

POTENTIAL TO BECOME IMPORTANT MARKETS FOR ITALIAN GOODS AND SERVICES.
SOME OF THE BUSINESS ORGANIZATION LEADERS WE HAVE TALKED TO IN CITIES
SUCH AS BARI, TARANTO, AND BRINDISI IN THE FAR SOUTH HAVE HAD OVERLY
OPTIMISTIC EXPECTATIONS OF HOW MUCH THESE NEW MARKETS COULD DO FOR
REVIVING THE STAGNANT MEZZOGIORNO ECONOMY. THEY CITE THESE EXPECTED
INTERNATIONAL TRADE BENEFITS AS ANOTHER OF THE REASONS FOR ITALIAN
SUPPORT FOR NATO AND WESTERN EFFORTS TO INTERVENE IN YUGOSLAVIA.

- e em e a an e e e v e et e B R G M G v R MR e e e s e A e e e A MR W T YR e e em o e e e W W

18. SOUTHERN ITALIAN CONCERNS ABOUT YUGOSLAVIA AND ALBANIA AND THE
MIDDLE EAST/NORTH AFRICA DO NOT NECESSARILY TRANSLATE INTO SUPPORT
FOR NATO INVOLVEMENT IN AREAS BEYOND ITS TRADITIONAL TERRITORIAL AREA
OF OPERATION. POLITICIANS HAVE CITED THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S
WILLINGNESS TO ASSIGN FIVE BRIGADES TO NATO’S RAPID REACTION FORCE AS
PROOF OF A NATIONAL COMMITMENT TO BROADER NATO RESPONSIBILITIES.
ITALY HAD ALSO OFFERED A 1300 MAN FORCE TO THE UN FOR USE IN
YUGOSLAVIA. (THE UN, HOWEVER, REJECTED THIS OFFER). SEVERAL OF

OUR CONTACTS, HOWEVER, QUESTIONED THE WISDOM OF BOTH OF THESE
DECISIONS. DC AND PSI POLITICIANS SAID THAT THEIR PARTIES WERE SPLIT
ON THESE DECISIONS. ONE REGIONAL: DC PARTY OFFICIAL WORRIED THAT IF
ANY LARGE ITALIAN LOSSES WERE INCURRED IN MILITARY INTERVENTIONS

PAGE 03 NAPLES 03512 03 OF 03 0717402

OUTSIDE OF WESTERN EUROPE, THE PUBLIC WOULD BEGIN TO QUESTION THE
VALUE OF NATO INVOLVEMENT IN "FOREIGN" AREAS. ALL PDS REGIONAL
OFFICIALS WITH WHOM WE TALKED OPPOSED "OUT-OF-THE-AREA"™ NATO
DEPLOYMENTS.

19. ITALIAN REACTIONS TO THE ALLIED ENGAGEMENT IN THE IRAQ WAR IS
ANOTHER INDICATOR OF THE DIVISIONS INHERENT IN THE

SOUTHERN ITALIANS’ YES-MAYBE ENDORSEMENT OF BROADER NATO
RESPONSIBILITIES. THE DESERT STORM CAMPAIGN AGAINST IRAQ DREW MIXED
REVIEWS IN SOUTH ITALY DESPITE BROAD CONSENSUS THAT SADDAM HUSSEIN

WAS AN AGGRESSOR WHO NEEDED TO BE DEALT WITH. MOST OF THE DC,THE PSI

AND THE SMALLER LAY PARTIES SUPPORTED THE WAR, BUT WE HAVE BEEN TOLD
THAT THE PUBLIC WAS SPLIT.THE PDS AND OTHER PARTIES ON THE LEFT WERE,
AS WAS EXPECTED, OPPOSED. SEVERAL DC CONTACTS AND A MEMBER OF
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ALESSANDRIA MUSSOLINI'S ITALIAN SOCIAL MOVEMENT TOLD US THAT THE US
HAD ERRED IN NOT SEIZING ALL OF IRAQ AND IMPOSING A PERMANENT

SOLUTION.

20. THE EVOLUTION IN SOUTHERN ITALIAN VIEWS ON SECURITY POLICY,
OBSCURED PARTIALLY BY A LACK OF OPEN PUBLIC DEBATE, PRESENTLY
REFLECTS A CHARACTERISTIC ITALIAN DESIRE TO "KEEP THEIR OPTIONS
OPEN." THERE IS A GENERALIZED PUBLIC PEELING THAT SECURITY
MECHANISMS MUST CHANGE IN EUROPE IN THE POST-COLD WAR ERA, BUT

NOT MUCH CONSENSUS ON HOW. THE SOUTHERN ITALIANS EXPECT SUCH CHANGES
TO INCLUDE AN ENHANCED EUROPEAN ROLE IN ITS DEFENSE AS PART OF

THE CREATION OF A MORE UNIFIED EUROPE. ONE MEANS FOR ACCOMPLISHING
THIS WOULD BE WITHIN THE WEU (WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION), AN AVENUE THE
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT RECENTLY EXPLORED IN ITS STATUS AS PRESIDENT OF

THE WEU.
21. HOWEVER, THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AND THE PARLIAMENTARIANS
R
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WE HAVE TALKED TO MAY BE EXCEEDING THE PUBLIC TOLERANCE FOR CHANGE, AT
LEAST IN THE SOUTH. WE HAVE DETECTED IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH
ITALIANS RANGING FROM PREFECTS AND REGIONAL GIUNTA PRESIDENTS TO
PARTY RANK AND FILE A VAGUE RELUCTANCE TO EMBRACE A EUROPEAN DEFENSE
FORCE OR ORGANIZATION. FIRST, THERE IS A PREFERENCE TO NOT RISK THE
OLD TRIED AND PROVEN ATLANTIC ALLIANCE, ALTHOUGH MANY OF OUR
INTERLOCUTORS WOULD ADJUST ITS STRUCTURE AND DOCTRINE TO ENHANCE THE
EUROPEAN ROLE. SECOND, A NUMBER OF OUR CONTACTS HAVE EXPRESSED A
RELUCTANCE TO COMMIT ITALY TO A NEW STRUCTURE THAT MIGHT BE UNDULY
INFLUENCED BY A FRANCO-GERMAN AXIS. AT PRESENT, THE PREFERENCE OF
MANY SOUTHERNERS WOULD BE TO PLAY BOTH ANGLES, BUILDING EUROPEAN
SECURITY COOPERATION WHILE ENGAGING IN ADEQUATE DIALOGUE TO AVOID
UNDOING NATO. ULTIMATELY, FACED WITH TIGHT ECONOMIC CONSTRAINTS, -
MANY ITALIANS IN THE MEZZOGIORNO MAY WELL BASE THEIR VIEWS ON
SECURITY POLICY ON PERCEIVED COSTS AND BENEFITS OF A NEW EUROPEAN
SECURITY STRUCTURE AS COMPARED TO NATO, RATHER THAN PURELY ON
PERCEIVED DANGERS.

DERTADIAN

<< END OF DOCUMENT >>
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ORIGIN EUR-01

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 ONY-00 SSO-00
(ONY)

DRAFTED BY: EUR/WE:LJNIGRO:LJN

APPROVED BY: EUR/WE:JHMADDEN

DOD/0OSD/ ISP : GLAZARUS EUR/RPM :MTAYLOR :
------------------ 7FD3E1 2000352 /38

O 191943Z JUL 91

FM SECSTATE WASHDC

TO AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE

UNCLAS STATE 237427
FOR AMBASSADOR AND DCM FROM EUR/WE - JAMES H. MADDEN

E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, MARR, IT
SUBJECT: OFFICIAL-INFORMAL

REF: ROME 12867

1. PER REFTEL, EMBASSY ROME REQUESTED INFORMATION ON
REMARKS MADE BY DOD SPOKESMAN SATTERFIELD TO AN ITALIAN -
JOURNALIST THAT WERE LATER QUOTED IN ITALIAN MEDIA.

2. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PROVIDED, AND IS KEYED TO
THE CITATIONS IN THE ANSA JULY 11 DISPATCH (AS RELATED

-

PAGE 02 STATE 237427 1919462
REFTEL) .

3. CITATATION: (QUOTE) HE CONFIRMED THAT THE INDICATOR
"MK30" IS FOUND ON THE STANDARD MISSILE. (UNQUOTE)

CLARIFICATION: THE REPORTER ASKED IF THE MARKING "MK 30"
IS USED WITH THE STANDARD MISSILE. SATTERFIELD SAID THAT
A MK 30 SUSTAINER IS USED WITH THE EXTENDED RANGE STANDARD
MISSILE. SATTERFIELD ALSO SAID THAT WITHOUT SEEING THE
CANNISTER IN QUESTION, HE COULD NOT COMMENT ON ANY
MARKINGS.
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4. CITATION: (QUOTE) HE REPEATED HOWEVER THAT "NO
MILITARY SHIP OR AIRPLANE OF THE U.S." WAS OPERATING IN
THE ZONE IN WHICH THE ITAVIA DC-9 FELL ON THE NIGHT OF

JUNE 27, 1980. (UNQUOTE)

CLARIFICATION: SATTERFIELD REPEATED NAVY GUIDANCE STATING
THAT NO AIRCRAFT CARRIER NOR SURFACE SHIP WERE OPERATING
IN THE AREA ON THE DAY THE PLANE CRASHED.

S. CITATION: (QUOTE) SATTERFIELD FURTHER SAID THAT IT IS
PRACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO COMMENT ON THE FINDING OF THE
REMAINS OF THE AIRPLANE AND OTHER OBJECTS ON THE SEA FLOOR
UNTIL THERE IS MORE PRECISELY DOCUMENTED INFORMATION.

(UNQUOTE)

CLARIFICATION: SATTERFIELD WAS ASKED IF THE OBJECT FOUND
WAS PART OF A STANDARD MISSILE. SATTERFIELD STATED THE
THE U.S NAVY OR OTHER DEFENSE OFFICIALS (AS OF THAT DATE)
HAD NOT BEEN ASKED TO EXAMINE THE PART FOUND (ACCORDING TO

PAGE 03 STATE 237427 1919462

OUR FPAO AT U.S. NAVAL FORCES EUROPE). THEREFORE IT WAS
IMPOSSIBLE TO COMMENT. SATTERFIELD DID NOT USE THE PHRASE
"REMAINS OF THE AIRPLANE," AS NONE WAS CITED AS HAVING
BEEN FOUND.

6. CITATION: (QUOTE) STANDARD MISSILES IN USE IN THE
AMERICAN NAVY ARE WHITE AND GREY, WHILE THOSE OF OTHER
COUNTRIES ARE OTHER COLORS. MOREVER BESIDES THE

INDICATOR MK 30; EVERY COUNTRY THAT USES THEM ADDS ANOTHER
IDENTIFICATION CODE. "WE SPEAK FOR THE AMERICAN NAVY, NOT
FOR OTHER COUNTRIES." (UNQUOTE)

CLARIFICATION: THE REPORTER INQUIRED REGARDING THE COLOR
OF NAVY MISSILES. SATTERFIELD REPLIED THAT MISSILES
ABOARD SURFACE VESSELS WERE GENERALLY WHITE OR GREY. THE
REPORTER STARTED ASKING ABOUT COLORS USED BY OTHER
NATIONS’ NAVIES, AND ANY CODES THAT MIGHT BE USED.
SATTERFIELD RESPONDED BY SAYING "WE SPEAK FOR THE AMERICAN
NAVY."

7. CITATION: (QUOTE) SATTERFIELD ADDED THAT THE STANDARD
MISSILE 1S IN USE BY THE U.S. NAVY SINCE 1969 AND HAS BEEN
USED MANY TIMES DURING THE PAST 20 YEARS IN MILITARY
EXERCISES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. (UNQUOTE)
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. CLARIFICATION: SATTERFIELD TOLD THE REPORTER THAT THE
STANDARD MISSILE BECAME OPERATIONAL IN 1969. THE REPORTER

THEN ASKED HOW MANY TIMES IT HAD BEEN USED IN EXERCISES IN

THE LAST 20 YEARS. SATTERFIELD REPLIED THAT THERE WAS NO

WAY TO VERIFY THAT INFORMATION IN ONE DAY. THE REPORTER

SRR
AR
PAGE 04 STATE 237427 1919462
ASKED IF HE COULD SAY THAT IT HAD NEVER BEEN USED.

SATTERFIELD REPLIED THAT HE COULD NOT RESPOND TO THIS
QUESTION AT THIS TIME.

8. CITATION: (QUOTE) THE REPORTER ASKED WHETHER THAT WAS
DONE WITH OR WITHOUT EXPLOSIVE. SATTERFIELD REPLIED, "IT
DEPENDS ON THE EXERCISES." (UNQUOTE) ’

CLARIFICATION: THE REPORTER ASKED IF THE MISSILES WERE
ARMED WITH EXPLOSIVES DURING ALI, EXERCISES. SATTERFIELD
REPLIED AS QUOTED.

9. DOD PUBLIC AFFAIRS DESK OFFICERS SUCH AS SATTERFIELD
ROUTINELY USE STANDARD REFERENCE MATERIAL TO FROVIDE
INFORMATION REGARDING OUR MISSILE SYSTEMS. THROUGHOUT THE
EXCHANGE WITH THE ITALIAN REPORTER, SATTERFIELD RESPONDED
WITH INFORMATION IN THE PUBLIC RECORD REGARDING THE
STANDARD MISSILE AND NAVAL OPERATIONS, IN THE SAME MANNER
AS HE WOULD HAVE REPLIED TO AN AMERICAN REPORTER.

10. SATTERFIELD’S REMARKS TO THE. ITALIAN REPORTER
NOTWITHSTANDING, WE BELIEVE THAT YOU SHOULD CONTINUE TO
USE THE SAME LANGUAGE THAT YOU HAVE BEEN USING (PER 89
STATE 204245) TO REPLY TO PRESS AND OTHER PUBLIC
INQUIRIES. EAGLEBURGER

.
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ORIGIN EUR-01

INFO LOG-00 ADS-00 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INRE-00 INR-01
NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-01 /007R

DRAFTED BY: EUR/WE:LJNIGRO-DOD/OSD/ISP:GLAZARUS :LJN

APPROVED BY: EUR:RCALDWELL

EUR/WE : JHMADDEN PA : ROIBOUCHER

EUR/ P : GGARLAND _ EUR/RPM:MTAYLOR
—————————————————— 81DE2D 25181227 /38

P 251811Z JuL 91

FM SECSTATE WASHDC

TO AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY

UNCLAS STATE 244578

E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: OPRC 1IT
SUBJECT: USTICA PRESS GUIDANCE

REF: A) ROME 13431, B) 89 STATE 204245

1. REGARDING YOUR REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION OF PRESS
GUIDANCE ON THE USTICA CONTROVERSY (REF A), THE LANGUAGE
CONTAINED IN REF B IS STILL APPLICABLE. ALL U.S. NAVY
SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT OPERATING IN THE MEDITERRANEAN ARE

- UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF THE COMMANDER OF THE U.S.
SIXTH FLEET. ACCORDINGLY, THE PHRASE "NO U.S. NAVY SHIPS"
AND "NO SIXTH FLEET SHIPS" ARE ONE AND THE SAME.

SRR
J—

PAGE 02 STATE 244578 2518122

2. IN ADDITION, THE LETTER DATED JANUARY 24, 1989 FROM
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE TAFT TO AMBASSADOR PETRIGNANI
STATED (QUOTE) ALL MILITARY COMMANDERS IN THE AREA HAVE
BEEN QUERIED...AND ALL INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES
THAT THE UNITED STATES DID NOT HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT
OPERATING IN THE TYRRENIAN SEA AT THE TIME OF THE CRASH
(UNQUOTE) .

3. REGARDING IDENTIFICATION OF MATERIALS UNLESS WE ARE
CONTACTED OFFICIALLY BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ITALY AND ASKED
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TO ASSIST IN EXAMINING ANY MATERIAL FOUND ON THE OCEAN
FLOOR, WE CHOOSE NOT TO RESPOND TO PRESS SPECULATION OVER
ANY "MISSILE"™ AND ITS POSSIBLE MARKINGS.

EAGLEBURGER
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ORIGIN EUR-01

INFO LOG-00 ACDA-13 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 CFE-01 CSCE-01 HA-09
H-01 IMMC-01 INRE-00 INR-01 IO-19 L-03 ADS-00
NEA-01 NRRC-01 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OIC-02 OMB-01 PA-01
PM-01 PRS-01  P-01 SB-01  SNP-01 SP-01 SS-01
TRSE-00 T-01 /065R

DRAFTED BY: EUR/WE:LJNIGRO:LJN
APPROVED BY: EUR:JHMADDEN
EUR/RPM:SCAINE PA :RBOUCHER
DOD/OSD/ ISP :GLAZARUS
------------------ B4824F 062320z /38
O R 062320Z DEC S1
FM SECSTATE WASHDC
TO AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 4789
JCS WASHDC 6616
USIA WASHDC 8388
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//J-5//
USNMR SHAPE BE

s sTAT:E 398364

E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PREL, NATO, PINR, IT
SUBJECT: USTICA: UPDATING PRESS GUIDANCE

PAGE 02 STATE 398364 0623202
REF: ROME 20689

DEPARTMENT APPROVES EMBASSY ROME’S RESPONSE TO PUBLIC
INQUIRIES REGARDING THE USTICA CONTROVERSY AS PROPOSED
REFTEL, WITH THE FOLLOWING MODIFICATIONS:

-- IN PARA 11: CORRECT FLIGHT NUMBER IS 161206 VICE
16206. DELETE LAST TWO SENTENCES, BEGINNING WITH "THE
PLANE’'S FLIGHT PATH...

-- IN PARA 15: MODIFY SECOND SENTENCE TO READ: "ALTHOUGH
THE U.S. NAVY NO LONGER HAS FLIGHT RECORDS, BASED ON THE
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REPORTED ITALIAN TRANSCRIPTS..."

-~ IN PARA 17: MODIFY THE SECOND SENTENCE TO READ
"...MODIFIED ’'KING AIR 200,’ COULD NOT HAVE TRAVELLED TO
THE CRASH SITE IN 24 MINUTES FROM ITS DEPARTURE TIME FROM
SIGONELLA." DELETE THE REMAINDER OF THE SENTENCE.

-- IN PARA 17: DELETE THE LAST SENTENCE AND SUBSTITUTE

WITH: "THE UNARMED CARGO PLANE TOOK OFF AT 1935 HOURS
LOCAL TIME AND ACCORDING TO ITALIAN INFORMATION PROCEEDED
TO TORREJON. THAT UNARMED TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT, WHOSE
DESIGNATED PERMANENT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER IS 159362, IS
STILL ASSIGNED TO VR-24 AT SIGONELLA AND CONTINUES TO USE
THE CALL SIGN "JULIET MIKE." THE FLIGHT PLAN WAS
DESTROYED LONG AGO, PER NORMAL MILITARY PROCEDURES."

-- IN PARA 22: CORRECT FLIGHT NUMBER IS 161206 VICE 16206.

y

PAGE 03 STATE 398364 0623202
-- IN PARA 30: DELETE FIRST SENTENCE, BEGINNING: "WE
CANNOT SPECULATE..."

-- IN PARA 35: DELETE LAST SENTENCE, BEGINNING: "IN
FACT, AT THE... -

-- IN PARA 58: DELETE LAST SENTENCE, BEGINNING: "NOR HAS
HE EVER..."

-- IN PARA 62: DELETE LAST SENTENCE, BEGINNING: "AS A

RULE...*"
BAKER
NNNN
Page - 772

DECONTROLLED/UNCLASSIFIED



SUBJECT: USTICA UPDATE: 13 ITALIAN MILITARY

‘ . ~
UNCLASSIFIED ( )
A .
Date Printed: cHanNeEL: nRELEAS 1IBAR]
16 Apr 2002 DOC_NBR: 1992ROME00993 HANDLING:
P = | B3, 1.5(D)
CECCE . O>D>D>>
PAGE 01 ROME 00993 01 OF 02 1717462
ACTION EUR-01
INFO LOG-00 ACDA-13 AID-01 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 CFE-01  CSCE-01
HA-09  H-01 IMMC-01 INRE-00 INR-01 IO-19  L-03
ADS-00 NEA-01 NRRC-01 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OIC-02 OMB-01
PA-01 PM-01 . PRS-01 P-01 SB-01  SCT-03  SNP-01
SP-01 SS-01  TRSE-00 T-01 /069W
------------------ 04DA83 171746Z /38
0 171741Z JAN 92 :
FM AMEMBASSY ROME
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2875
INFO SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE
JCS WASHDC
USIA WASHDC 6407
USMISSION USNATO 1146
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK
COMSIXTHFLT
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPA//ECJS//
CNO WASHDC//06/09C//
COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT
' USNMR SHAPE BE
AMCONSUL MILAN
<o SECTION 01 OF 02 ROME 00993
STATE ALSO FOR P |
USIA FOR EU, P/G
E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR
«——
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PAGE 02 ROME 00993 01 OF 02 171746%Z

TAGS: PINR, NATO, PREL, IT EXTEND CLASSIFICATION

OFFICERS, INCLUDING FORMER CHIEFS OF STAFF,
IMPLICATED IN COVERUP OF USTICA AFFAIR

REF: A) 91 ROME 22483 (DTG 131738Z DEC 91) AND
PREVIOUS

1. (C) SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO JANUARY 16 PRESS
ACCOUNTS, IN DECEMBER 1991, 13 ITALIAN MILITARY
OFFICERS, INCLUDING TWO FORMER CHIEFS OF STAFF,
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WERE EITHER CHARGED OR IMPLICATED IN A COVERUP
INVOLVING THE MYSTERIOUS DOWNING OF AN ITALIAN
AIRLINER IN JUNE OF 1980 NEAR THE ISLAND OF
USTICA. THE ARTICLES LINK SOME OF THE OFFICERS
TO A WORKING GROUP ALLEGEDLY FORMED AT EMBASSY
ROME IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE DOWNING AND IMPLY
THAT THE OFFICERS PARTICIPATED IN A COVERUP IN
COLLABORATION WITH U.S. OFFICIALS. SOME
POLITICIANS, PRIMARILY ON THE LEFT, SPECULATE
THAT IF THERE WAS A COVERUP BY THE MILITARY, IT
HAD TO BE DIRECTED BY THE GOVERNMENT, PROBABLY
TO PROTECT SOME "GREATER POWER." WE UNDERSTAND
THAT THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND CAREER MILITARY
OFFICERS ARE FRUSTRATED AND BITTER OVER WHAT
THEY VIEW AS AN ESSENTIALLY POLITICALLY DRIVEN
SCANDAL WHICH CONTINUES TO IMPACT NEGATIVELY ON
THE MILITARY. END SUMMARY.

2. (U) ON JANUARY 16 THE ITALIAN PRESS REPORTED
THAT LEGAL ACTION HAD BEEN TAKEN AGAINST 13

Y
i
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ITALIAN MILITARY OFFICERS IN CONNECTION WITH AN
ALLEGED COVERUP INVOLVING THE DOWNING OF THE
ITAVIA AIRLINE NEAR THE ISLAND OF USTICA IN
1980. MINISTER OF DEFENSE ROGNONI APPEARED
BEFORE THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION
INVESTIGATING THE DOWNING ON THE 15TH TO REPORT
THAT IN DECEMBER 1991, FOUR OFFICERS HAD BEEN
CHARGED AND NINE OTHERS IMPLICATED IN A COVERUP
IN THE USTICA CASE. NONE OF THE CASES INVOLVE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CRASH ITSELF. THE NINE
OFFICERS NOT CHARGED WERE SERVED WITH LEGAL
NOTICE THAT THEY WERE THE TARGETS OF AN
INVESTIGATION IN CONNECTION WITH CRIMES RELATING
TO EVENTS FOLLOWING THE USTICA DOWNING.

3. (U) THE FOUR OFFICERS CHARGED AND THE
POSITIONS THEY HELD AT THE TIME OF THE CRASH
ARE: GENERAL LAMBERTO BARTOLUCCI, DEFENSE CHIEF
OF STAFF; GENERAL FRANCO FERRI, DEPUTY CHIEF OF
DEFENSE STAFF; GENERAL ZENO TASCIO, HEAD OF THE
SECOND AIR DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR INTELLIGENCE
SERVICES; AND GENERAL CORRADO MELILLO, HEAD OF
THE THIRD AIR DEPARTMENT. OF THESE FOUR, ONLY
GENERAL TASCIO IS STILL ON ACTIVE DUTY. GEN.
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BARTOLUCCI AND GEN. FERRO HAVE BEEN ACCUSED OF
ACTS AGAINST CONSITUTIONAL BODIES AND HIGH
TREASON BECAUSE OF THEIR STATUS AS MILITARY
OFFICERS AT THE TIME THE ALLEGED CRIMES WERE
COMMITTED. GEN. TASCIO 1S CHARGED WITH THESE
CRIMES AND SUPPRESSING, FALSIFYING, OR
DESTROYING DOCUMENTS RELATING TO STATE SECURITY,

SO
RN
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ABUSE OF STATE RECORDS, PERJURY BY A PUBLIC
OFFICIAL, DESTRUCTION OR HIDING OF OFFICIAL
RECORDS. GEN. MELILLO IS CHARGED WITH PRODUCING
FRAUDULENT RECORDS, ABUSE OF OFFICE, AND FOR
BEING AN ACCESSORY AFTER THE FACT.

4. (U) THE OTHER NINE OFFICERS WERE EITHER
INVOLVED IN THE INVESTIGATION FOLLOWING THE
CRASH OR WERE WORKING IN RADAR STATIONS AT THE
TIME OF THE CRASH. THEY ARE CHARGED WITH
DESTROYING EVIDENCE OR WILLIFULLY PUBLISHING
FALSE INFORMATION IN REPORTS FOLLOWING THE
CRASH. ALL BUT THREE OF THESE OFFICERS HAVE
ALSO RETIRED.
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SUBJECT: USTICA UPDATE: 13 ITALIAN MILITARY

OFFICERS, INCLUDING FORMER CHIEFS OF STAFF,
IMPLICATED IN COVERUP OF USTICA AFFAIR

5. (U) 'THE IMPLICATION OF SUCH HIGH-RANKING
OFFICERS RECEIVED WIDE PRESS COVERAGE AND HAS
GENERATED CONSIDERABLE DEBATE WITHIN THE
GOVERNMENT AND AMONG THE POLITICAL PARTIES.
PREDICTABLY, THE LEFT WING HAS JUMPED INTO THE
FRAY. ACHILLE OCHETTO, THE HEAD OF THE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE LEFT (FORMER COMMUNIST
PARTY) WENT AS FAR AS SUGGESTING THAT IF THERE
WAS ANY COVERUP BY THE MILITARY OFFICERS IT HAD
TO HAVE BEEN DIRECTED BY POLITICAL "MASTERS" AT
THE TIME TO PROTECT "GREATER POWERS." THE
LATTER IS A REFERENCE TO THE U.S. WHICH IS STILL
CONSIDERED A PRIME SUSPECT BY MANY IN ITALY.

6. (U) A FEW ARTICLES MENTIONED THE "WORKING
GROUP” THAT WAS ALLEGEDLY FORMED AT EMBASSY ROME
THE DAY AFTER THE CRASH. THE LEFT WING PAPER,
"L’UNITA", SPECULATED THAT THE PARTICIPATION OF
GENERAL TASCIO IN THAT TASK FORCE -- AS ALLEGED
BY SOME WITNESSES INTERVIEWED IN THE U.S. BY
JUDGE PRIORE -- WAS EVIDENCE OF U.S. COMPLICITY
IN THE COVERUP.

7. (C) COMMENT: A MEDIA CONTACT OF EMBASSY
PRESS OFFICER CLAIMS THAT JUDGE PRIORE’S
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WERE ISSUED IN THE HOPE THAT THEY WOULD LEAD TO
AN EXPLANATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
IMPLICATED OFFICERS, THE U.S. EMBASSY, AND OTHER
USG EMPLOYEES INVOLVED AFTER THE CRASH. IN
PARTICULAR, SOURCE CLAIMED THAT THE JUDGE WAS
INTERESTED IN WHAT INFORMATION WAS PASSED ON TO
THE USG AND WHAT THE ROLE OF THE WORKING GROUP
AT THE EMBASSY WAS.

8. (C

| THE JUDGE APPARENTLY WAS VERY
PLEASED WITH THE QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF
INFORMATION HE WAS ABLE TO GATHER IN A SHORT
VISIT TO THE U.S. AND THE EASE WITH WHICH HE WAS
ABLE TO COMPLETE HIS INVESTIGATION. HE IS SAID
TO WANT THE SAME COOPERATION IN ITALY AND
THOUGHT THIS WOULD BE ONE WAY TO GET IT. IN A
CONVERSATION WITH EMBASSY LEGATT, JUDGE PRIORE
DOWNPLAYED PRESS SPECULATION THAT THE RECENT
CHARGES AROSE DIRECTLY FROM HIS WORK IN THE
U.S., NOTING IN A JOKING MANNER, THAT HE HAD NOT
INTERVIEWED ANY ITALIAN OFFICERS WHILE HE WAS
THERE .

9. (C) USTICA CONTINUES TO PREOCCUPY AND TO
WEIGH HEAVILY ON THE MILITARY. THE MINISTER OF
DEFENSE, AS THE GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL ANSWERABLE
FOR MILITARY ACTIVITIES BOTH PAST AND PRESENT,

IS RELIABLY REPORTED TO BE FED HP WITH THIS
R
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_ESSENTIALLY POLITICALLY DRIVEN SCANDAL. /

B1

B1
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TAGS: PINR, NATO, PREL, IT

SUBJECT: USTICA UPDATE: LATEST THEORIES POINT TO
FRENCH INVOLVEMENT IN CRASH; FRENCH ADMIRAL
POINTS THE FINGER AT U.S./ITALY

REF: A) ROME 993 (DTG 171741Z JAN 92) AND
PREVIOUS

1. (U) SUMMARY: THE THEORY OF FRENCH
INVOLVEMENT IN THE MYSTERIOUS DOWNING OF AN
ITAVIA AIRLINES DC-9 NEAR THE ISLAND OF USTICA
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IN 1980 HAS BEEN REVIVED BY THE PRESS FOLLOWING
THE RELEASE OF SOME RADAR RECORDINGS AND "NEW"
EVIDENCE OBTAINED BY THE INVESTIGATING JUDGE.
ACCORDING TO THIS THEORY, A LIBYAN MIG BEING
CHASED BY A FRENCH FIGHTER JET HID BEHIND THE
CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT. THE FRENCH AIRCRAFT FIRED A
MISSILE OR MISSILES WHICH HIT BOTH AIRCRAFT.
THE LIBYAN MIG, NOT SERIOUSLY DAMAGED, WAS ABLE
TO MAKE AN EMERGENCY LANDING ON THE NEARBY
TYRREHNIAN COAST. THE ITALIAN ARMY PICKED UP
THE MIG AND TRANSPORTED IT TO A MOUNTAIN SITE
WHERE IT WAS DUMPED AND MADE TO LOOK LIKE A
CRASH. THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT IS NOT COMMENTING
OFFICIALLY, THOUGH A FORMER HIGH-RANKING OFFICER
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN SAYS THAT IF
THERE WAS AN EXCHANGE OF FIRE IN THE AIR, THEN
IT INVOLVED THE U.S. OR ITALIAN AIR FORCE. END
SUMMARY.

2. (U) ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS JANUARY 18

PAGE 03 ROME 01087 01 OF 02 2116452
AND 19, RECENTLY DISCOVERED EVIDENCE POINTS TO
FRENCH RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DOWNING OF THE
ITAVIA AIRLINES DC-9 NEAR THE ISLAND OF USTICA
IN JUNE OF 1980. AN ACCOUNT IN THE DAILY, "LA
REPUBBLICA", JANUARY 18 STATES THAT IN THE
SUMMER OF 1580 THE FRENCH AND THE LIBYANS WERE
AT ODDS OVER LIBYAN INVOLVEMENT IN CHAD. DURING
THIS PERIOD THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT AGREED TO
ALLOW SEVERAL LIBYAN MIGS RETURNING HOME FROM
YUGOSLAVIA TO REFUEL AT THE PRATICA DI MARE
AIRPORT NEAR ROME. AT AN UNSPECIFIED TIME AFTER
THE TAKEOFF FROM ROME, A FRENCH FIGHTER BEGAN TO
FOLLOW THE MIG. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, THE
FRENCH WERE AFRAID THE MIGS MIGHT TRY TO STOP

- FRENCH MILITARY AIRCRAFT ON THEIR WAY TO AID
LIBYAN REBELS. THE MIG EVENTUALLY TOOK REFUGE
BEHIND THE ITAVIA JET, AND THEN WAS FIRED UPON
BY THE FRENCH FIGHTER.

3. (U) THE "REPUBBLICA" ARTICLE REPORTED THAT
THE ITAVIA JET CRASHED DIRECTLY INTO THE OCEAN,
BUT THE MIG WAS ABLE TO MAKE AN EMERGENCY
LANDING ON THE NEARBY TYRREHNIAN COAST. THE MIG
WAS THEN PICKED UP BY THE ITALIAN ARMY,
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TRANSPORTED TO A REMOTE SITE IN THE SILA
MOUNTAINS, AND DUMPED IN A SIMULATED CRASH
SCENARIO. THE ARTICLE SPECULATES THAT THE
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT WANTED TO HIDE THE MIG SO AS
NOT TO HAVE TO EXPLAIN ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH
LIBYA.

+S0MEE.

. ¥
PAGE 04 ROME 01087 01 OF 02 21164532
4. (U) PROOF OF THE FRENCH INVOLVEMENT,
ACCORDING TO "LA REPUBBLICA", COMES FROM RADAR
RECORDINGS MADE AT THE GROSSETO RADAR STATION
WHICH SHOWED A LARGE NUMBER OF FRENCH FIGHTER
JETS TAKING OFF FROM CORSICA AND THE SOUTH OF
FRANCE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE DOWNING OF THE
ITAVIA JET HEADED TOWARDS THE SOUTHERN
TYRREHNIAN. ALSO, A PEASANT FROM THE AREA NEAR
WHERE THE MIG WAS FOUND IS REPORTED TO HAVE
TURNED OVER TO INVESTIGATING JUDGE PRIORE
RECENTLY A PIECE OF THE WRECKAGE CONTAINING
HOLES CAUSED BY AN EXPLOSION. THIS PIECE OF
WRECKAGE WOULD BE PROOF THAT THE MIG WAS SHOT

.
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TAGS: PINR, NATO, PREL, IT

SUBJECT: USTICA UPDATE: LATEST THEORIES POINT TO
FRENCH INVOLVEMENT IN CRASH; FRENCH ADMIRAL
POINTS THE FINGER AT U.S./ITALY

DOWN.

5. (U) WHEN ASKED BY "LA REPUBBLICA" ABOUT THE
NEW ALLEGATIONS, THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN ROME
REFUSED TO COMMENT. THE ARTICLE WONDERED WHY
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT WAS UNWILLING TO SPEAK
WHEN THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAD OFFERED
ITS FULL COOPERATION AND HAD EVEN ALLOWED THE
DEPOSTIONS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS IN CONNECTION
WITH THE CASE.

6. (U) ADMIRAL PIERRE LACOSTE, A FORMER HEAD OF
THE FRENCH SECRET SERVICES, WHO AT THE TIME OF
THE USTICA INCIDENT WAS IN CHARGE OF THE FRENCH
FLEET IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, IS REPORTED TO HAVE
SAID ON JANUARY 18 THAT "IF ON THE EVENING OF
THE USTICA TRAGEDY ANY FRENCH AIRCRAFT WERE
INVOLVED, EVEN INDIRECTLY, IN AN AIR DUEL OR
SIMPLY IN A TRAGIC ACCIDENT, I WOULD HAVE

KNOWN. I PRESUME, BUT IT IS ONLY A THEORY, THAT
IF IT WAS A SHOOTING DOWN, IF THERE REALLY WERE
AN AIR DUEL, IT HAD TO HAVE INVOLVED U.S. OR
ITALIAN PLANES." THE "REPUBBLICA" ARTICLE THEN
NOTES THAT THE ADMIRAL'S COMMENT AND THE FRENCH
GOVERNMENT’S BEHAVIOR IS A REPLAY OF OFFICIAL
FRENCH BEHAVIOR FOLLOWING THE GREENPEACE
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"RAINBOW WARRIOR" INCIDENT IN NEW ZEALAND.
B1

MMENT :

‘8. (C) SOME OF THE RECENTLY REPORTED

DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVE A WORKING GROUP ALLEGEDLY
FORMED AT THE EMBASSY FOLLOWING THE CRASH. IN
ORDER TO PREPARE OURSELVES FOR WHAT WILL

" INVEVITABLY BE A MORE IN-DEPTH INVOLVEMENT BY

THE EMBASSY, WE HAVE ASKED THE DEPARTMENT SEPTEL

TO FORWARD THE HISTORICAL FILES ON USTICA TO

ROME. SECCHIA
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SUBJECT: USTICA: THE BOMB THEORY RESURFACES; A US

AIRCRAFT FUEL TANK IS RECOVERED FROM THE AREA OF THE

WRECKAGE - A CLUE?

REF: A) ROME 1596 (DTG 290952Z JAN 92) AND PREVIOUS

1. (U) SUMMARY: AFTER A LULL OF SEVERAL MONTHS THE
CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING THE MYSTERIOUS DOWNING OF AN

ITAVIA AIRLINES DC-9 NEAR THE ISLAND OF USTICA IS

ONCE AGAIN IN THE HEADLINES. THE THEORY THAT A BOMB

EXPLOSION ON BOARD THE PLANE CAUSED ITS DOWNING,
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RESURFACED IN APRIL AND WAS FOLLOWED IN MAY BY
REPORTS OF THE DISCOVERY OF 15 PIECES OF AN AIRCRAFT
RESERVE FUEL TANK. PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF THE
PIECES SUGGEST THAT THEY CAME FROM A U.S. MILITARY
AIRCRAFT. THE ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY MEMBERS OF
VICTIMS OF THE CRASH RECENTLY PUBLISHED A REPORT
CLAIMING THAT THERE IS INCONTROVERTIBLE EVIDENCE
SHOWING THAT THE ITAVIA DC-9 WAS VERY CLOSELY
FOLLOWED BY AN UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT AT THE TIME IT
CRASHED. SOME HAVE LINKED THE DISCOVERY OF THESE
FUEL TANK PIECES TO THAT "UNIDENTIFIED" PLANE AND
CONCLUDED THAT THE ITAVIA JETLINER CRASHED FOLLOWING
A MILITARY INCIDENT. END SUMMARY.

2. (U) AFTER A QUIET SPELL OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS
THE USTICA CASE IS ONCE AGAIN IN THE HEADLINES. THE
THEORY THAT A BOMB ABOARD THE PLANE WAS THE CAUSE OF
THE DOWNING RESURFACED IN APRIL. ERMANNO BAZZOCHI,
AN EXPERT HIRED BY SUPPORTERS OF SOME AIR FORCE

PAGE 03 ROME 09299 01 OF 02 2717242
OFFICERS BEING INVESTIGATED IN CONNECTION WITH AN :
ALLEGED COVERUP OF EVIDENCE IN THE CASE, INSISTS THAT
HIS ANALYSIS SHOWS CONCLUSIVELY THAT THE PLANE
CRASHED AS A RESULT OF AN EXPLOSION ON BOARD. HE
SAID THE TYPE OF DAMAGE SUSTAINED BY THE PLANE WAS
CONSISTENT WITH AN INTERNAL EXPLOSION. BAZZOCHI
CLAIMED THAT WHEN A MISSILE WARHEAD HIT ITS TARGET IT
EXPLODED INTO 1500 FRAGMENTS. HE NOTED THAT NOT A
SINGLE FRAGMENT OF A MISSILE- WARHEAD HAD BEEN
RECOVERED SO FAR TO SUPPORT THE THEORY THAT THE PLANE
WAS DOWNED BY A MISSILE.

3. (U) ON MAY 24 A NUMBER OF ITALIAN DAILIES REPORTED
THAT THE SALVAGE COMPANY HIRED TO RECOVER THE REMAINS
OF THE ITAVIA PLANE HAD FOUND PARTS OF AN AIRCRAFT
RESERVE FUEL TANK. ACCORDING TO THE REPORTS,
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF THE PARTS SUGGESTED THEY
BELONGED TO A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT: 1) THEY WERE
MANUFACTURED BY MCDONNELL-DOUGLAS; 2) THE TANK HAD A
CAPACITY OF 1200 LITERS AND WAS 3 METERS LONG; 3) THE
TANK WAS PAINTED WHITE, AS IS USUAL FOR U.S. NAVY
AIRCRAFT. THE PARTS ARE REPORTEDLY OF THE TYPE THAT
WAS NORMALLY INSTALLED ABOARD "PHANTOM" JETS,
ACCORDING TO THE REPORTS.
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4. (U) MOST OF THE ARTICLES NOTED THAT INVESTIGATING
JUDGE ROSARIO PRIORE HAD IMMEDIATELY ORDERED THAT THE
PARTS BE ANALYZED TO SEE HOW LONG THEY HAD BEEN IN
THE WATER. SOME REPORTS SPECULATED THAT IF IT COULD
BE PROVED THAT THE REMAINS HAD BEEN IN THE OCEAN AS
LONG AS THE REMAINS OF THE DC-9, IT WOULD BE PROOF

|

PAGE 04 ROME 05299 01 OF 02 2717242

THAT THE PLANE WAS DOWNED AS A RESULT OF AN INCIDENT
INVOLVING A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT. ONE ARTICLE MADE
MUCH OF THE DISCOVERY CLAIMING THAT IT WAS THE FIRST
TIME THAT MATERIAL NOT BELONGING TO THE AIRCRAFT HAD
BEEN RECOVERED FROM THE CRASH SITE. (COMMENT: THIS
OBSERVATION IS NOT CORRECT, HOWEVER, INASMUCH AS LAST
YEAR SEVERAL SUBMARINE TRACKING SONARS WERE RECOVERED
FROM AMIDST THE WRECKAGE.)

S. (U) ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT, THE PARTS HAD BEEN
FOUND LAST NOVEMBER, BUT DUE TO BAD WEATHER
CONDITIONS WERE NOT RECOVERED UNTIL EARLY MAY.
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SUBJECT: USTICA: THE BOMB THEORY RESURFACES; A US
AIRCRAFT FUEL TANK IS RECOVERED FROM THE AREA OF THE
WRECKAGE - A CLUE?

SEVERAL ARTICLES LINKED THE DISCOVERY OF THESE PARTS
TO A NEW ANALYSIS COMMISSIONED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF
FAMILY MEMBERS OF THE VICTIMS OF THE CRASH WHICH
CONCLUDED THAT THERE WAS INCONTROVERTIBLE RADAR
EVIDENCE INDICATING THAT THERE WAS AN UNIDENTIFIED
AIRCRAFT VERY CLOSELY FOLLOWING THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT
THE TIME IT CRASHED. THE REMAINS OF A U.S. MILITARY
AIRCRAFT FUEL TANK WOULD BE CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE THAT
THE DOWNING WAS THE RESULT OF MILITARY ACTIVITY.

6. (LOU) COMMENT: THE USTICA CASE HAS BEEN
OVERSHADOWED LATELY BY A NUMBER OF OTHER ISSUES
INCLUDING THE ELECTION OF A NEW PRESIDENT, THE
POLITICAL CORRUPTION INVESTIGATIONS, AND THE RECENT
ASSASSINATION OF JUDGE FALCONE IN PALERMO.
NONETHELESS IT IS STILL WITH US, AND WILL BE FOR SOME
TIME TO COME. JUDGE PRIORE IS SCHEDULED TO COMPLETE
HIS FINAL REPORT ON THE CASE BY OCTOBER OF THIS YEAR,
ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT CONFIDENT THAT THE STORY WILL END
THERE. POST APPRECIATES THE FORMATION OF THE WORKING
GROUP IN WASHINGTON AND IS CONFIDENT THAT OUR JOINT
EFFORTS WILL ENSURE A CONSISTENT RESPONSE TO POSSIBLE
FURTHER REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION. SECCHIA

aatu
..
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PAGE 02 ROME 14757 1416262
SUBJECT: USTICA: APPROVAL TO EXTEND INVESTIGATION

REF ROME 9299 (DTG 271721Z MAY 92)

l. THE ITALIAN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ISSUED A DECREE
ON AUGUST 14 THAT AUTHORIZES A CONTINUATION OF THE
USTICA INVESTIGATION UNTIL DECEMBER 23, 1993. THIS
EXTENSION HAD BEEN REQUESTED BY MINISTER OF JUSTICE
CLAUDIO MARTELLI TO PERMIT THE CONTINUATION OF THE
INVESTIGATION BEYOND THE PRESENTLY-AUTHORIZED PERIOD
~ OF THREE YEARS WHICH WOULD HAVE EXPIRED ON OCTOBER

C-01
L-03
OMB-01
SNP-01
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23, 1992.

2. THE INVESTIGATION FOCUSES ON THE CAUSE OF A CRASH
IN 1580 OF AN ITAVIA DC-9 IN THE MEDITERRINEAN SEA
NEAR THE ISLAND OF USTICA, NORTH OF SICILY. AS IS
CUSTOMARY IN ITALY, A MAGISTRATE WAS APPOINTED TO
INVESTIGATE THE MATTER. THE CAUSE OF THE CRASH WAS
NEVER DETERMINED ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN SPECULATION
THAT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN SHOT DOWN BY A LIBYAN MIG,
THAT THERE WAS A BOMB ABOARD, OR THAT IT WAS
MISTAKENLY FIRED UPON AS AN LIBYAN AIRCRAFT BY A
FRENCH OR U.S. MISSILE.

3. 1IN OCTOBER 1988, ITALIAN PRIME MINISTER DE MITA
NAMED A FORMAL COMMISSION TO LOOK INTO THE INCIDENT
IN ADDITION TO THE ON-GOING INQUIRY OF THE
MAGISTRATE. THE CONTROVERSY HAS SIMMERED FOR YEARS.
BOTH THE TRAGEDY AND THE FAILURE TO DETERMINE THE
CAUSE OF THE INCIDENT HAVE BEEN A MATTER OF ENORMOUS
PUBLIC INTEREST IN ITALY FOR THE LAST TWELVE YEARS.

PAGE 03 ROME 14757 1416262

THE ITALIAN MEDIA REPORTS EVERY NEW DEVELOPMENT ABOUT
THIS EMOTIONALLY-CHARGED ISSUE. WE EXPECT THAT THE
INVESTIGATION WILL CONTINUE TO GENERATE CONSIDERABLE
PUBLIC INTEREST IN THE ISSUE. SERWER
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PAGE 02 ROME 19313 01 OF 02 2619212
SUBJECT: USTICA: MOD ANDO’ SUGGESTS FURTHER
INFORMATION FORTHCOMING FROM U.S. SOURCES

REF(S): (A) ROME 19270 (B) ROME 18989 (C) ROME
18907 AND PREVIOUS

1. (U) SUMMARY. ACCORDING TO THE ITALIAN PRESS
OCTOBER 26, MOD SALVO ANDO’ SAID “"THE U.S. HAS
SOMETHING TO SAY" ABOUT THE USTICA TRAGEDY. SPEAKING
IN EGYPT SHORTLY BEFORE RETURNING TO ITALY TO MEET
SECDEF CHENEY OCTOBER 25, ANDO’ IS REPORTED TO HAVE
EXTEND CLASSIFICATION
Page - 854
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SAID THAT THE U.S. "MUST RESPOND" TO INFORMATION
CONTAINED IN RECENTLY-REVEALED TAPE RECORDINGS MADE
SHORTLY AFTER THE USTICA INCIDENT (REFS). ALTHOUGH
PRESS REPORTS OCTOBER 26 SAID SECDEF CHENEY'S MEETING
WITH ANDO’ WAS "CORDIAL AND FRIENDLY," THE TONE OF
MEDIA COVERAGE WAS SOMEWHAT ACCUSATORY. SECDEF
CHENEY SAID THE U.S. HAD ALWAYS BEEN COOPERATIVE WITH
ITALY AND HE PROMISED ANDO’ THAT THE U.S. WOULD
CONTINUE TO COOPERATE FULLY WITH THE ITALIAN
AUTHORITIES INVESTIGATING THE CAUSE OF THE USTICA
CRASH. END SUMMARY.

2. (C) ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS WIDELY REPORTED OCTOBER
26 THAT, ONLY HOURS BEFORE MEETING U.S. SECDEF CHENEY
IN ROME, ITALIAN MOD SALVO ANDO’ SAID, "I THINK THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS SOMETHING TO SAY AND TO GIVE TO
OUR INVESTIGATORS REGARDING THE USTICA AFFAIR. IT
APPEARS TO ME THAT THIS IS SO, JUDGING FROM THE -
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN THE INVESTIGATION." ACCORDING
TO PRESS REPORTS, ANDO’ RAISED THE SUBJECT OF USTICA

PAGE 03 ROME 19313 01 OF 02 261921Z

WITH SECDEF CHENEY OCTOBER 25 AND SPECIFICALLY ASKED
THE U.S. TO "REPLY QUICKLY AND FULLY" TO THE
REVELATIONS OF THE RECENTLY-PUBLISHED CONTROL TOWER
TAPES (REFS). AS DESCRIBED IN REFS, THERE ARE
UNSUBSTANTIATED CLAIMS THE TAPES MAY POINT TO THE
PRESENCE OF ITALIAN OR U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY OF USTICA SHORTLY AFTER THE CRASH.

3. (U) LEADING CENTRIST DAILY "CORRIERE DELLA SERA"
OCTOBER 26 SAID ANDO’ IS NOT ASKING THE U.S. TO
FURNISH A "GLOBAL RECONSTRUCTION OF THE EVENT," BUT
ONLY TO PROVIDE SPECIFIC RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS THAT
ITALIAN INVESTIGATORS MAY ASK. ACCORDING TO PRESS
REPORTS, ANDO’ NOTED THAT SECDEF CHENEY WILLINGLY
PROMISED "TO FURNISH A PROMPT REPLY TO ALL THE
QUESTIONS THAT ARE POSED BY THE ITALIAN INVESTIGATING
JUDGES." ASKED WHETHER HE THOUGHT THE U.S. WOULD
‘COMPLY WITH ITALY'S REQUESTS, ANDO’ SAID, "I BELIEVE
THE AMERICANS WANT TO COOPERATE."

4. (U) ROME’S CENTRIST DAILY "IL MESSAGGERO"
OCTOBER 26 REMINDED READERS THAT THE INVESTIGATING
MAGISTRATE (JUDGE PRIORE) RECENTLY DISCOVERED THAT
"THE AMERICANS SECRETLY FORMED AN INVESTIGATING GROUP
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AT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY COMPOSED OF HIGH OFFICIALS OF
THE U.S. AIR FORCE, CIA, MARINES AND NAVY." THE
ARTICLE SAID THAT "THIS SPECIAL TEAM INCLUDED DUANE
CLARIDGE, DIRECTOR OF THE ROME OFFICE OF THE AMERICAN
SECRET SERVICE, WHO WAS CLOSELY COORDINATING WITH
ZENO TASCIO (THEN HEAD OF SIOS)." THE HEADLINE OF
THE ARTICLE WAS STRONG: "THE U.S. MUST RESPOND TO

PAGE 04 ROME 19313 01 OF 02 2619212

ANDO.™

5. (U) IN A MORE STRIDENT TONE, "L‘’UNITA" (PARTY OF
THE DEMOCRATIC LEFT-SUPPORTED DAILY) OCTOBER 26 SAID
MOD ANDO’ HAD MADE A "DRAMATIC TURNABOUT" BY
"IMPLICITLY ADMITTING THAT THE FAMILIES OF THE
VICTIMS HAVE HAD TWELVE YEARS OF MISERABLE LIES; FOR
TWELVE YEARS, THE ITALIAN AND AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS
HAVE CLAIMED TO HAVE KNOWN NOTHING, HEARD NOTHING,
AND SEEN NOTHING." THE ARTICLE IN "L’UNITA" REPORTED
THAT THE U.S. "KNEW THEN AND KNOWS NOW" WHAT CAUSED
THE USTICA CRASH. THE NEWSPAPER’S HEADLINE OCTOBER

SO
PAGE 01 ROME 19313 02 OF 02 261922%
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PAGE 02 ROME 19313 02 OF 02 2619222
SUBJECT: USTICA: MOD ANDO’ SUGGESTS FURTHER
INFORMATION FPORTHCOMING FROM U.S. SOURCES

26 SAID: "THE AMERICANS KNOW -- ANDO’ ASKS FOR THE
‘TRUTH ABOUT USTICA."

6. (C) COMMENT. THE JOINT PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED
OCTOBER 26 FOLLOWING THE ANDO’/CHENEY MEETING PUTS A
MORE POSITIVE SPIN ON THE ISSUE AND FOCUSES ON
CONTINUED U.S. WILLINGNESS TO BE OF ASSISTANCE TO THE

INVESTIGATION. /

SECCHIA

Bl
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E.O. 12356: DECL:0ADR
TAGS: PINR, NATO, PREL, IT

- SUBJECT: USTICA: AMBASSADOR SECCHIA RESPONDS TO
ITALIAN PRESS REPORTS

REF(S): (A) ROME 19313 (B) ROME 19270 (C) ROME
18989 AND PREVIOUS

1. (U) SUMMARY. AMBASSADOR SECCHIA ISSUED A PRESS
STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO RECENT ITALIAN PRESS REPORTS
OCTOBER 26 SUGGESTING A LESS THAN FORTHCOMING U.S.
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ATTITUDE ON ASSISTANCE TO THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT'S
USTICA INVESTIGATION (REFS). THE STATEMENT SAID THE
U.S. HAS COOPERATED FULLY WITH THE ITALIAN
AUTHORITIES AND HAS ALWAYS RESPONDED PROMPTLY TO ALL
REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE USTICA TRAGEDY.
THE AMBASSADOR’S STATEMENT WAS REPORTED PROMINENTLY
AND WIDELY IN THE MEDIA OCTOBER 27. SOME NEWSPAPERS,
HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO HIGHLIGHT ITALIAN MOD SALVO
ANDO’S SUGGESTION THAT THERE MAY BE "MORE TO LEARN"
FROM THE U.S. ABOUT USTICA. END SUMMARY.

2. (U) 1IN RESPONSE TO ITALIAN PRESS REPORTS OCTOBER
26 IMPLYING THAT THE U.S. MAY HAVE SOMETHING TO ADD
TO THE INVESTIGATION OF THE JUNE 1980 CRASH OF AN
ITALIAN COMMERCIAL AIRLINER NEAR THE ISLAND OF USTICA
(REF A), AMBASSADOR SECCHIA ISSUED THE FOLLOWING
PRESS STATEMENT OCTOBER 26:

{(BEGIN STATEMENT)
Nl
sSNNRR

PAGE 03 ROME 19410 01 OF 03 2718042

--THE U.S. GOVERNMENT CONSISTENTLY HAS RESPONDED TO
ALL ITALIAN GOVERNMENT AND JUDICIAL REQUESTS FOR
INFORMATION ON THE USTICA INVESTIGATION OVER A PERIOD
OF YEARS. IT IS PATENTLY INCORRECT FOR THE PRESS TO
CLAIM THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS RESPONDED WITH A "NO
COMMENT . ®

--WITH OUR CLOSE ITALIAN ALLIES WE HAVE ALWAYS
RESPONDED FACTUALLY AND THOROUGHLY, SPENDING
THOUSANDS OF MAN-HOURS SEARCHING FOR ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION. DURING MY THREE AND ONE HALF YEARS IN
ROME, THE UNITED STATES HAS RESPONDED CLEARLY AND
THOROUGHLY TO REQUESTS FROM THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES.
NOT ONCE HAS ANY INFORMATION COME TO LIGHT THAT WOULD
SUGGEST U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN THIS TRAGEDY.

--AS SECRETARY CHENEY CONFIRMED ON SUNDAY, THE UNITED
STATES IS PREPARED TO RESPOND TO REQUESTS BY ITALIAN
AUTHORITIES IN A TIMELY MANNER BY PROVIDING ANY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH EMERGES. I PIND IT
UNFORTUNATE THAT ANYONE WOULD SUGGEST THROUGH RUMOR
OR INNUENDO THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS
BEEN ANYTHING BUT FORTHCOMING ON THIS ISSUE WITH THE
GOVERNMENT OF ITALY.
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(END STATEMENT)

3. (U) ALL MAJOR ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS CARRIED
FOLLOW-UP STORIES ON USTICA OCTOBER 27. THE
AMBASSADOR’S STATEMENT WAS REPRINTED IN FULL BY
ROME’S CENTRIST DAILY "IL MESSAGGERO." THE ARTICLE'’'S

l

PAGE 04 ROME 19410 01 OF 03 2718042Z
HEADLINE READ: "WE HAVE TOLD EVERYTHING ABOUT
USTICA. AMBASSADOR SECCHIA: 'THE U.S. HAS ALWAYS
COOPERATED.’" PRESENTING (IN OUR VIEW) THE MOST
BALANCED AND ACCURATE REPORTING ON THIS ISSUE, "IL
MESSAGGERO" GAVE PROMINENCE TO AMBASSADOR SECCHIA'S
STATEMENT AND THE INVESTIGATING ITALIAN MAGISTRATE’S
CONVICTION THAT "THE COLLABORATION FURNISHED UNTIL
NOW BY THE AMERICAN AUTHORITIES HAS BEEN VERY
SOUND." THE NEWSPAPER NOTED THAT OTHER COUNTRIES
HAVE NOT COOPERATED AS WELL AS THE U.S. ACCORDING TO
"IL MESSAGGERO, " JUDGE PRIORE SAID, "WE HAVE SENT 26
SEPARATE REQUESTS THROUGH JUDICIAL CHANNELS FOR
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SUBJECT: USTICA: AMBASSADOR SECCHIA RESPONDS TO
ITALIAN PRESS REPORTS

INFORMATION TO THE UNITED STATES, FOR THE GREATER
NUMBER OF WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED A RESPONSE.
HOWEVER, THERE ARE OTHER COUNTRIES THAT HAVE NEVER
RESPONDED TO OUR FORMAL INQUIRIES."™ THE ARTICLE
REPORTED THAT MANY OF THE MOST IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS
OF THE USTICA INVESTIGATION WERE THE DIRECT RESULT OF
U.S. COOPERATION.

4. (U) OFFICIAL SOCIALIST PARTY (PSI) DAILY
"AVANTI |* OCTOBER 27 ALSO QUOTED AMBASSADOR SECCHIA’S
PRESS STATEMENT IN FULL UNDER THE HEADLINE "SECCHIA
INSISTS: NO AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT." ACCORDING TO
"AVANTI|,™ INVESTIGATING MAGISTRATE PRIORE HAS JUDGED
U.S. COOPERATION IN THE USTICA INQUIRY AS
"INDISPENSABLE. "

5. (C) ALONG SIMILAR LINES, "L’UNITA" (PARTY OF THE
DEMOCRATIC LEFT-SUPPORTED DAILY) OCTOBER 27 REPORTED
THAT AMBASSADOR SECCHIA SAID, "THE U.S. HAS NO
RESPONSIBILITY" FOR THE USTICA CRASH. THE NEWSPAPER
REPRINTED MUCH OF AMBASSADOR SECCHIA’S PRESS
STATEMENT BUT ALSO NOTED SOME OF THE UNSUBSTANTIATED
ALLEGATIONS STILL CIRCULATING IN THE ITALIAN PRESS
(REFS). "L’'UNITA" DESCRIBED HOW, ACCORDING TO ONE OF
THE ITALIAN LAWYERS REPRESENTING FAMILIES OF USTICA
CRASH VICTIMS, THE INVESTIGATION WAS PASSING FROM A
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"BUREAUCRATIC" TO A "POLITICAL" INQUIRY. ACCORDING
TO "L’UNITA" PM GIULIO AMATO WAS "PERSONALLY
INTERESTED" IN THE USTICA AFFAIR AND THIS FACT WAS
DRIVING THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT'S FOCUS ON THE ISSUE.
(COMMENT: SOME COMMENTATORS HAVE NOTED THAT AMATO,
AS A SOCIALIST, MAY BE CONCERNED THAT THE
SOCIALIST-SUPPORTED AIRLINE "ITAVIA," WHOSE PLANE
CRASHED NEAR USTICA, MAY BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR HUGE
MONETARY AWARDS TO THE FAMILIES OF USTICA CRASH
VICTIMS IF THE AIRLINE IS HELD LIABLE FOR THE CRASH.)

6. (C) BOTH LEADING CENTRIST DAILY "CORRIERE DELLA
SERA" AND "L’UNITA" PUBLISHED INTERVIEWS OCTOBER 27
WITH MOD ANDO’ ABOUT THE USTICA AFFAIR AND SECDEF
CHENEY’S OFFER TO CONTINUE FULL U.S. COOPERATION WITH
ITALIAN AUTHORITIES (REF B). "CORRIERE" NOTED THAT
PM AMATO EXPRESSED FULL SUPPORT FOR ANDO’S STRONG
APPROACH TO THE U.S. "EVEN IF THAT POLICY RISKED A
DIRECT CONFRONTATION WITH THE "GREAT ALLY" OVER THE
FATE OF THE ITAVIA AIRLINER AND THE 81 PASSENGERS"
WHO DIED DURING THE CRASH. WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THAT
THE U.S. HAS FULLY COOPERATED WITH THE USTICA
INVESTIGATION, BOTH ARTICLES LEFT THE IMPRESSION THAT
THE U.S. HAD WITHHELD OR DELAYED FURNISHING
INFORMATION VITAL TO USTICA INVESTIGATORS. ACCORDING
TO "L’UNITA," MOD ANDO’ SAID, "THIS NEW PHASE OF
RESEARCH WILL BEGIN AFTER THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN NOW
RUNNING IN THE U.S. THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT IS
INTERESTED IN THE TRUTH AND SO IS THE INVESTIGATING
MAGISTRATE. WE HAVE MADE A STRONG REQUEST TO THE
UNITED STATES." THE ARTICLE IN "CORRIERE DELLA SERA"

PAGE 04 ROME 19410 02 OF 03 2718062

NOTED THAT ANDO’ ASKED SECDEF CHENEY TWICE "TO
EXPLAIN THE USTICA TRAGEDY." ACCORDING TO THE
ARTICLE, ANDO’ THINKS THAT THE U.S. HAS INFORMATION,
UNKNOWN OR WITHHELD UNTIL NOW, THAT IS CRITICAL TO
THE USTICA INVESTIGATION.

7. (C) COMMENT. ON THE HEELS OF SECDEF CHENEY'S
VISIT TO ROME, THE AMBASSADOR’S STATEMENT HAS SERVED
TO MAKE CLEAR THAT THE U.S. CONTINUES TO COOPERATE
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FULLY, AS IT ALWAYS HAS DONE, WITH BOTH THE JUDICIAL
INVESTIGATION, AND TO REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION
THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. IF THE ISSUE ARISES
DURING HIS APPEARANCE ON AN OCTOBER 27 TELEVISION
TALK SHOW, THE AMBASSADOR WILL STRESS THESE POINTS.

F
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SUBJECT: USTICA: AMBASSADOR SECCHIA RESPONDS TO
ITALIAN PRESS REPORTS

8. 1IN ADDITION TO THE AMBASSADOR’S PRESS STATEMENT,

- WE CONTINUE TO MAKE KNOWN THROUGH OTHER CHANNELS OUR

DISPLEASURE WITH SUGGESTIONS THAT THE U.S. HAS NOT

- BEEN COOPERATIVE OR HAS CHANGED FROM A POLICY OF
HOLDING BACK INFORMATION, AND ONLY NOW IS WILLING TO

PROVIDE THE FULL STORY. [

EMBASSY HOPES THAT ALL OUTSTANDING REQUESTS TO USG
FROM JUDGE PRIORE THROUGH JUDICIAL CHANNELS ARE BEING
EXPEDITED, AS IT WILL BE IMPORTANT TO LIVE UP TO WHAT
WAS SAID IN THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE AFTER THE SECDEF/MOD
MEETING OCTOBER 25 -- THAT WE ARE REACTING TO ITALIAN
REQUESTS FULLY AND IN A TIMELY MANNER.

B1

SECCHIA
L
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SUBJECT: USTICA: AMBASSADOR DISCUSSES U.S. ASSISTANCE
TO ITALIAN INVESTIGATION; JUSTICE MINISTER MARTELLI’S
COMMENTS '

REF(S): (A) ROME 19410 (B) ROME 19313 (C) ROME
19270 AND PREVIOUS

1. (U) SUMMARY. DURING AN OCTOBER 27 APPEARANCE ON
ITALIAN TV, THE AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED THE USTICA
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AFFAIR AND DESCRIBED U.S. RESPONSIVENESS TO INQUIRIES
BY ITALIAN INVESTIGATORS. RESPONDING TO RECENT PRESS
REPORTS IMPLYING THAT THE U.S. MAY HAVE MORE
INFORMATION TO SHARE WITH ITALY ABOUT THE CAUSE OF
THE JUNE 1980 CRASH OF AN ITALIAN COMMERCIAL AIRLINER
NEAR THE ISLAND OF USTICA, THE AMBASSADOR EXPLAINED
THAT THE U.S. HAS FULLY RESPONDED TO EACH INQUIRY AND
HAS ALWAYS DONE SO IN A TIMELY MANNER. ROME’'S
CENTRIST DAILY "IL MESSAGGERO" OCTOBER 28 REPORTED
THAT JUSTICE MINISTER CLAUDIO MARTELLI SAID, "THE

U.S. HAS ONLY FULLY COOPERATED SINCE AUGUST."

LAWYERS FOR THE FAMILIES OF USTICA VICTIMS HAVE
CALLED UPON PRESIDENT OSCAR LUIGI SCALFARO TO
INTERVENE PERSONALLY IN THE INVESTIGATION. END
SUMMARY .

2. (U) THE AMBASSADOR APPEARED ON OCTOBER 27 ON THE
POPULAR "MAURIZIO COSTANZO" CHANNEL FIVE TELEVISION
TALK SHOW, IN THE COURSE OF WHICH HE DISCUSSED THE
USTICA CASE. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT WHAT

PAGE 03 ROME 19492 01 OF 03 281759Z

ITALIAN MINISTER OF DEFENSE ANDO’ HAD REPORTEDLY SAID
TO THE PRESS PRIOR TO THE OCTOBER 25 MOD/SECDEF
CHENEY MEETING-- THAT-THE "U.S. KNOWS SOMETHING AND
WILL HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY SOON, "-- THE AMBASSADOR
SAID THAT HE HAD NEVER HEARD THIS FROM THE MINISTER.
HE AFFIRMED THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD ANSWERED EVERY
QUESTION PUT TO IT BY ITALIAN GOVERNMENT AND JUDICIAL
AUTHORITIES. HE INDICATED THAT THERE WERE 26
REQUESTS FROM ITALIAN JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES, THE
SUBSTANCE OF WHICH MAY NOT BE KNOWN TO THE EXECUTIVE
OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. SIMILARLY, THE JUDGES MAY
NOT BE AWARE OF WHAT WAS SAID IN OFFICIAL, DIPLOMATIC
CHANNELS THROUGH THE ITALIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON.
THEREFORE, IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT INFORMATION WAS BEING
EXCHANGED THAT ALL WERE NOT AWARE OF, THEREBY CAUSING
CONFUSION.

3. (U) THE AMBASSADOR EXPLAINED THAT ON THE USTICA
ISSUE, QUESTIONS WERE ASKED OF THE USG IN REQUESTS
THAT WERE MANY PAGES LONG, AND THEN WERE ASKED AGAIN
IN A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT WAY. THEREFORE, IT WAS NOT
ALWAYS EASY TO ANSWER, BECAUSE WE WANTED TO BE CLEAR
. AND UNEQUIVOCAL. THAT SAID, THE U.S. CONFIRMED AS

. EARLY AS 1988 IN DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS THAT OUR
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AIRCRAFT CARRIER WAS IN PORT, THAT OUR COMBAT
AIRCRAFT WERE NOT FLYING, AND THAT WE "KEEP A CLOSE
WATCH ON OUR MISSILES." HE REAFFIRMED THAT FULL
COOPERATION HAD BEEN EXTENDED TO THE GOI BY THE USG.

4. (U) THE AMBASSADOR INDICATED THAT HE PERSONALLY
WAS OFFENDED AND HURT WHEN THE HONESTY OF THE USG WAS

PAGE 04 ROME 19492 01 OF 03 2817597
QUESTIONED IN THE PRESS. THE U.S. HE SAID, ADMITS
ITS MISTAKES AND HAS BEEN HONEST. WE HAVE NOT
CHANGED OUR STORY AND WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
INFORMATION. TURNING TO PRESS COVERAGE, THE
AMBASSADOR SAID THAT WHEN JOURNALISTS-- LIKE THE
"CORRIERE DELLA SERA" WRITER (PURGATORI)-- WRITE
ABOUT USTICA AND CLAIM THAT THE MOD SAYS THAT THE
U.S. "HAD SOMETHING TO SAY," IT SHOULD ALSO BE
POINTED OUT THAT THE JOURNALIST HAD MADE A FILM ABOUT
THE USTICA TRAGEDY-- "MURO DI GOMMA" (WALL OF
RUBBER) -- AND THAT FOR EACH PAID TICKET, THE
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SUBJECT: USTICA: AMBASSADOR DISCUSSES U.S. ASSISTANCE
TO ITALIAN INVESTIGATION; JUSTICE MINISTER MARTELLI'S
COMMENTS

JOURNALIST HAD A COUPLE MORE DOLLARS IN HIS POCKET.
THE AMBASSADOR INDICATED THAT EVEN THE MOD DIPLOMATIC
ADVISOR, ARAGONA, HAD CLARIFIED TO HIM PERSONALLY
THAT THE MOD HAD NOT MADE THESE STATEMENTS.

5. (U) RISING TO THE DEFENSE OF THE JOURNALIST,
"CORRIERE’S" TV CRITIC GIULIANO ZUCCONI AS WELL AS
HOST COSTANZO AND ANOTHER GUEST, TALK SHOW HOST '
GIULIANO FERRARA, DEFENDED PURGATORI AS A TRUTHFUL,
PROFESSIONAL JOURNALIST WHO WOULD NOT LIE. FERRARA
ADDED THAT THE USTICA AFFAIR HAD BECOME SO FUZZY AND
COMPLICATED THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE WHAT
EXACTLY WAS THE TRUTH. THE AMBASSADOR INDICATED THAT
RECENTLY THE PRESS HAD TALKED ABOUT A TAPE RECORDING
AT A FLIGHT CONTROL CENTER IN GROSSETTO AS EVIDENCE
OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT. THE USG DID NOT HAVE THE TAPE
OR KNOW WHO WAS SPEAKING, SO IT COULD HARDLY EXPLAIN
THE TAPE’'S MEANING. THESE WERE THE SORTS OF STORIES
EXAGGERATED BY JOURNALISTS. THE AMBASSADOR NOTED
THAT HE HAD BEEN PRESENT AT THE MOD/SECDEF MEETING.
THEY HAD HAD A FRIENDLY CONVERSATION ON THE SUBJECT.

6. (U) ROME’S CENTRIST DAILY "IL MESSAGGERO"
OCTOBER 28 REPORTED THAT JUSTICE MINISTER CLAUDIO
MARTELLI (FROM NEW YORK), RESPONDING TO THE

S
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AMBASSADOR’S PRESS STATEMENT OCTOBER 26 (REF C) ON
U.S. RESPONSIVENESS ON USTICA, SAID THAT IT WAS ONLY
AT THE END OF AUGUST THAT ITALY WAS ABLE TO OBTAIN
FULL U.S. COOPERATION FOR ITALIAN USTICA
INVESTIGATORS. ACCORDING TO "IL MESSAGGERO, "
MARTELLI SAID, "IN THE COURSE OF THE LAST VISIT I
MADE (TO THE U.S.) WITH THE AMERICAN MINISTER OF
JUSTICE (READ: U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL) AND THE
DIRECTOR OF THE FBI AT THE END OF AUGUST, WE WERE
ABLE TO OBTAIN FULL COOPERATION. I HAD JUST MET
JUDGE PRIORE AND HE HAD PAINTED A PICTURE OF THE
INVESTIGATIONS AND OF THE LIMITS HE HAD ENCOUNTERED,
A CERTAIN NEUTRALITY, EVEN SILENCE, ON THE PART OF
HIS INTERLOCUTORS. FROM THAT TIME (AT THE END OF
AUGUST), IT APPEARED TO ME THAT A LOT OF INFORMATION
FLOWED AND WE NOTED A WILLINGNESS ON THE AMERICANS’
PART THAT ALLOWED US TO MOVE FORWARD." ACCORDING TO
"IL MESSAGGERO," MARTELLI SAW HIS ROLE IN THE USTICA
AFFAIR AS SOLELY "DIPLOMATIC." THE NEWSPAPER ALSO
REPORTED THAT THE INVESTIGATING MAGISTRATE, JUDGE
PRIORE, DID NOT FULLY AGREE WITH THE AMBASSADOR’S
DECLARATION THAT THE U.S. HAD RESPONDED QUICKLY AND
FULLY TO ALL REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION. "IL
MESSAGGERO SAID JUDGE PRIORE HAD, IN FACT, RECEIVED
MANY RESPONSES FROM THE U.S. AND WAS, IN GENERAL,
SATISFIED WITH THEM. HE WAS STILL CONCERNED,
HOWEVER, WITH THE POSITION OF THE U.S. AIRCRAFT
CARRIER ’‘SARATOGA’ ON THE NIGHT OF THE TRAGEDY:
"THERE ARE MANY VERSIONS. WE ARE WORKING TO
RECONSTRUCT ITS EXACT POSITION THAT NIGHT."

AR

L
PAGE 04 ROME 19492 02 OF 03 2818002
7. (U) THE LEADING CONSERVATIVE DAILY "IIL GIORNALE"
OCTOBER 28 REPORTED THAT LAWYERS FOR THE FAMILIES OF
USTICA VICTIMS HAD CALLED UPON ITALIAN PRESIDENT OF
THE REPUBLIC, OSCAR LUIGI SCALFARO, TO INTERVENE IN
THE INVESTIGATION. ACCORDING TO "IL GIORNALE," THE
FAMILIES’ LAWYERS CLAIM THAT THE GOVERNMENT MUST
ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THE INVESTIGATION IN ORDER TO

OBTAIN ALL THE INFORMATION NECESSARY TO DETERMINE THE
CAUSE OF THE CRASH. THE ARTICLE ALSO NOTED THAT THE
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DIRECTOR OF "ASSITALIA," THE ITALIAN INSURER OF THE

. ITAVIA AIRLINER THAT CRASH NEAR USTICA, HAS :
CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT ASSITALIA INDEMNIFIED OR
AGREED TO PAY ITAVIA FOR DAMAGES INCURRED "BY CAUSE
OF WAR." ACCORDING TO "IL GIORNALE,"™ ASSITALIA
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SUBJECT: USTICA: AMBASSADOR DISCUSSES U.S. ASSISTANCE
TO ITALIAN INVESTIGATION; JUSTICE MINISTER MARTELLI’S
COMMENTS

DIRECTOR CLAUDIO CAMPANA SAID, "WE HAVE NEVER
DECLARED THAT THE DC-9 ACCIDENT NEAR USTICA WAS
CAUSED BY AN ACT OF WAR." ASSITALIA’S INSURANCE
CONTRACT WITH ITAVIA, THE ARTICLE ENDED, STIPULATED
. AN INDEMNITY OF LIRE 3,800 MILLION (USD 2.9 MILLION)
FOR AN "AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT.”

8. (C) COMMENT. BY SEPTEL, WE REPORT A
CONVERSATION WITH PRIME MINISTER AMATO’S DIPLOMATIC
ADVISOR (VENTO) ON THIS MOST RECENT EPISODE IN THE
USTICA AFFAIR. SECCHIA

A
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SUBJECT: USTICA: FURTHER PRESS REPORTING; U.S.
FIGHTERS "SEEN" ON NIGHT OF CRASH; FORMER MOD ROGNONI
COMMENTS

REF(S): (A) ROME 19492 (B) ROME 19410 (C) ROME
19313 AND PREVIOUS

1. (U) SUMMARY. THE ITALIAN PRESS REPORTED WIDELY
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OCTOBER 29 ON THE USTICA AFFAIR, INCLUDING COMMENTS
BY THE AMBASSADOR (REF A). ALTHOUGH MOST OF THE
REPORTING WAS FACTUAL, "CORRIERE DELLA SERA" COVERAGE
INCLUDED EDITORIAL COMMENT CRITICAL OF THE
AMBASSADOR’S REMARKS. ANSA WIRE SERVICE REPORTED
REMARKS BY FORMER DEFENSE MINISTER ROGNONI AND
PARLIAMENTARY REQUESTS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION AND
INVESTIGATION. ONE PAPER REPORTED ON THE POSSIBILITY
THAT TWO "AMERICAN PHANTOMS" THAT TOOK OFF THE NIGHT
OF THE CRASH FROM A BASE IN NORTHERN ITALY MIGHT HAVE
SOME CONNECTION TO THE CRASH OF THE PASSENGER PLANE
IN JUNE 1980 NEAR THE ISLAND OF USTICA. END SUMMARY.

2. (U) THE AMBASSADOR’S REMARKS ON ITALIAN
TELEVISION REGARDING FULL U.S. COOPERATION DURING THE
USTICA INVESTIGATION (REF A) WERE WIDELY COVERED BY
THE ITALIAN MEDIA OCTOBER 29. MOST MAJOR NEWSPAPERS
REPORTED HIS COMMENTS AT LENGTH. THE LEADING
CENTRIST DAILY "CORRIERE DELLA SERA"™ OCTOBER 29
DESCRIBED (ON INSIDE PAGES) THE TELEVISION INTERVIEW

PAGE 03 ROME 19567 01 OF 02 2918472
AS "A VERBAL DUEL BETWEEN THE AMBASSADOR AND
JOURNALISTS BUILT ON THE SILENCE AND LIES OF 12
YEARS." THE NEWSPAPER COVERED IN SOME DETAIL THE
AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS AND HIS MENTION OF "CORRIERE"
" REPORTER ANDREA PURGATORI. "CORRIERE" REPORTED THAT
AN UNIDENTIFIED DEFENSE MINISTRY SOURCE HAD RESPONDED
TO THE AMBASSADOR’S MENTION OF A MOD OFFICIAL’S
RECTIFICATION OF MOD ANDO’S REMARKS THAT THE "US HAS
SOMETHING MORE TO SAY ABOUT USTICA": "THE ROLE OF
DOCTOR ARAGONA IS DIPLOMATIC ADVISOR TO THE MINISTER,
AND IT IS CERTAINLY NOT HIS JOB TO DENY OR MAKE MORE
PRECISE THE STATEMENT OF THE MINISTER, WHO, IN
ADDITION, DID NOT FIND IT NECESSARY TO RECTIFY
ANYTHING WRITTEN IN THE "CORRIERE" STORY ."

3. (U) 1IN ADDITION, "CORRIERE" CARRIED AN UNSIGNED
INSERT IN THE NEWS REPORT WHICH NOTED THAT,
NOTWITHSTANDING THE ISSUE OF WHETHER THE U.S. HAS
COOPERATED FULLY OR NOT ON USTICA, ITALIAN
INVESTIGATORS HAVE FOUND ENOUGH CONFLICTING EVIDENCE
ABOUT U.S. "INVOLVEMENT" THAT ITALIAN REQUESTS FOR
INFORMATION, AND THE PUBLICITY THAT SURROUNDS THE
ISSUE, SHOULD NOT BE TREATED CAVALIERLY. CHARGING
THAT THE AMBASSADOR HAD ACCUSED ITALIAN JOURNALISTS,
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"CORRIERE’S"™ PURGATORI IN PARTICULAR, OF WRITING
FALSEHOODS ABOUT USTICA AND U.S. COOPERATION IN THE
INVESTIGATION, THE UNSIGNED INSERT NOTED THAT JUDGES
AND SOME MINISTERS OF THE GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT
AGREE. FURTHER, THE INSERT NOTED, THIS ISSUE IF
REDUCED TO A PERSONAL PROBLEM WAS BETWEEN THOSE WHO
HAVE COVERED UP THE TRAGEDY AND THE FAMILIES OF THE

PAGE 04 ROME 19567 01 OF 02 2918472

81 DEAD WAITING FOR JUSTICE, NOT INSULTS. THE INSERT
SAID THAT THE AMBASSADOR DID NOT REACT AS SHOULD A
REPRESENTATIVE OF A COUNTRY WITH THE STRONGEST
TRADITION OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM-- IRANGATE,
WATERGATE, IRAKGATE.

4. (U) ROME’S CENTRIST DAILY "IL MESSAGGERO"
OCTOBER 29 ALSO REPORTED ON THE AMBASSADOR'’S
TELEVISION APPEARANCE. THE ARTICLE SAID HIS REMARKS
CONSTITUTED AN "ATTACK" UPON ONE OF THE JOURNALISTS
(PURGATORI) WHO REPLIED THAT, AFTER ALL, "THE
SCANDALS ARE NOT PERSONAL PROBLEMS." POINTING TO THE
AMBASSADOR’S STATEMENT ON FULL U.S. COOPERATION ON

R
e

PAGE 01 ROME 19567 02 OF 02 2918482
ACTION EUR-01

INFO LOG-00 ACDA-17 AID-01 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 COME-00

C-01 DOTE-00 EB-01 - E-01 FARE-00 HA-09
IMMC-01 INRE-00 INR-01 I0-19 L-03 ADS-00
NRRC-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OIC-02 OMB-01 PA-02
PRS-01 P-01 SB-00 SCT-03 SNP-00 SP-00
STR-17 TRSE-00 T-01 /088W

—————————————————— 7429B9 291848Z /38
O 291845Z OCT 92
FM AMEMBASSY ROME
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4784
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS IMMEDIATE
SECDEF WASHDC PRIORITY
JOINT STAFF WASHDC
DEPT JUSTICE WASHDC

CFE-00
H-01
NEA-01
PM-02
S5-00

Page - 880

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
N

Date Printed: CHANNEL: n/a 182
16 Apr 2002 DOC_NBR: 1992ROME19567 HANDLING: n/a

USIA WASHDC 7617

USMISSION USNATO

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK

COMSIXTHFLT .

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPA//ECJS//
CNO WASHDC//06/09C//

COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT

USNMR SHAPE BE

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 ROME 19567

ATHENS FOR AMBASSADOR SECCHIA; STATE ALSO FOR P; USIA
FOR EU, P/G; DOJ FOR CRIM DIV/OIA L. BARSELLA

JRRRE

PAGE 02 ROME 19567 02 OF 02 2918482

E.O. 12356:N/A
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SUBJECT: USTICA: FURTHER PRESS REPORTING; U.S.
FIGHTERS "SEEN" ON NIGHT OF CRASH; FORMER MOD ROGNONI
COMMENTS

USTICA INVESTIGATION, "IL MESSAGGERO" NOTED THAT THE
INVESTIGATING MAGISTRATE, JUDGE PRIORE, HAD ASKED THE
U.S. FOR IDENTIFYING INFORMATION ON AN AIRPLANE FUEL
TANK FOUND NEAR USTICA BUT THE U.S. "COULD NOT FIND
THE FILE THAT CORRESPONDS TO THAT PARTICULAR FUEL
TANK."

5. (U) ROME’S CENTRIST DAILY "IL TEMPO"™ OCTOBER 29
REPORTED THAT "A RETIRED AIR FORCE SERGEANT HAS
REVEALED TO JUDGE PRIORE THAT ON THE EVENING OF JUNE
27, 1980, WHEN THE ITAVIA DC-9 FELL MYSTERIOUSLY INTO
THE SEA, A PAIR OF AMERICAN-MADE PHANTOM FIGHTERS
TOOK OFF FROM THE MILITARY BASE AT VILLAFRANCA."
ACCORDING TO "IL TEMPO," JUDGE PRIORE HAS INTERVIEWED
DOZENS OF MILITARY PERSONNEL (INCLUDING GENERALS,
COLONELS, AND AVIATORS) WHO WERE SERVING AT THE
AIRBASE NEAR VERONA ON THE NIGHT OF THE CRASH. THE
ARTICLE NOTED THE RETIRED AIR FORCE SARGEANT SAID THE
TWO U.S. PHANTOMS MIGHT HAVE LANDED DURING A "TRANSIT
FLIGHT." THE NEWSPAPER SPECULATED ON HOW THE
PHANTOMS COULD POSSIBLY HAVE PARTICIPATED IN "AN ACT
OF WAR OVER 1,000 KILOMETERS (600 MILES) FROM THE
VILLAFRANCA AIRBASE."
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6. (U) ITALIAN WIRE SERVICE "ANSA"™ ALSO QUOTED
EX-MINISTER OF DEFENSE, VIRGINIO ROGNONI AS
CONFIRMING THAT DURING HIS TENURE IN OFFICE HE
HIMSELF MADE PERSONAL REQUESTS TO SECDEF CHENEY AND
TO THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF NATO ABOUT THEIR KNOWLEDGE
OF THE TRAGEDY. "IF THERE IS SOMETHING THAT THE U.S.
HAS LEARNED OR ACQUIRED," ROGNONI IS QUOTED AS
SAYING, "WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW IT AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE AND WITH THE OPENNESS AND LOYALTY THAT AN
AFFAIR OF THIS TYPE REQUIRES."

7. (U) "ANSA" REPORTED OCTOBER 29 THAT THE "GREENS"
HAVE RESUBMITTED PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON THE EXACT
POSITION OF THE U.S. AIRCRAFT CARRIER "SARATOGA" AND
REQUESTS FOR ALL RADAR DATA RECORDED ON THE SHIP ON
THE NIGHT OF THE USTICA CRASH. "ANSA" ALSO REPORTED
THAT PARLIAMENTARY MEMBERS OF "RIFONDAZIONE
COMUNISTA” (PARTY OF "OLD-STYLE" COMMUNISTS) HAVE
DEMANDED A NEW DISCUSSION IN PARLIAMENT ON U.S.
INVOLVEMENT IN THE USTICA AFFAIR.

SERWER
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REF(S): (A) ROME 19567 (B) ROME 19535 (C) ROME

19492 AND PREVIOUS EXTEND CLASSIFICATION

1. (U) SUMMARY. ITALIAN MOD SALVO ANDO’ ANNOUNCED
NOVEMBER 1 THAT HE WILL FORMALLY BECOME A CIVIL PARTY
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TO THE ONGOING INVESTIGATION INTO THE CAUSE OF THE
JUNE 1980 CRASH OF A ITALIAN PASSENGER PLANE NEAR THE
ISLAND OF USTICA. COMMENTATORS SAID THIS DECISION
DEMONSTRATES THE "DISTANCE" BETWEEN ANDO’' AND THE
TRADITIONAL MILITARY STRUCTURE IN ITALY. ANDO’ ALSO
WILL TRANSFER THE AIR FORCE'’'S "USTICA COMMITTEE"
(TASKED WITH ITS INTERNAL INVESTIGATION) TO THE MOD'’S
OFFICE. LASTLY, THE INVESTIGATING MAGISTRATE HAS
PERMITTED JOURNALISTS TO VIEW THE RECONSTRUCTED

DC-9. END SUMMARY.

2. (U) THE ITALIAN NATIONAL PRESS REPORTED NOVEMBER
1 THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF MOD SALVO ANDO’ THAT HE WOULD
FORMALLY BECOME PART OF THE ONGOING CIVIL LITIGATION
ON THE USTICA INCIDENT. THE HEADLINE OF ROME’S
CENTRIST DAILY "IL MESSAGGERO READ: "THE MINISTER
WILL BE A CIVIL PARTY AGAINST AIR FORCE LEADERS WHO
LIED ABOUT THE TRAGEDY." IN JOINING THE FAMILIES OF
USTICA CRASH VICTIMS, MOD ANDO’ SAID THE MOD WILL
ASSIST THE INVESTIGATING MAGISTRATE (JUDGE PRIORE)

PAGE 03 ROME 19792 (01 OF 02 0217542

"WITH EVERY MEANS AVAILABLE." ACCORDING TO "IL
MESSAGGERO, " ANDO’S DECISION IS THE FIRST OF ITS KIND
AND WILL PUT HIM ON A COLLISION COURSE WITH THE 42
MILITARY OFFICERS CHARGED FOR THEIR PART IN THE
USTICA INCIDENT OR THE ALLEGED COVER-UP THAT FOLLOWED
(COMMENT. THESE CHARGES HAVE NOT YET GONE TO

TRIAL.) THE LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT DAILY "LA
REPUBBLICA®" REPORTED NOVEMBER 1 THAT MOD ANDO’ SAID,
"I THINK THAT BECOMING A CIVIL PARTY WILL SHOW OUR
DESIRE TO CLARIFY AN EVENT THAT CONTINUES TO DISTURB
BOTH ITALY AND THE SOUL OF OUR ARMED FORCES WHICH IS
OFTEN UNJUSTLY SUSPECTED OF INSUFFICIENT
COOPERATION." ACCORDING TO ROME’S CENTRIST DAILY "IL
TEMPO," ANDO’S DECISION NOW PITS "SOLDIER AGAINST
SOLDIER."

3. (U) LEADING CENTRIST DAILY "CORRIERE DELLA SERA"
NOVEMBER 1 SAID ANDO’ WILL FORMALLY SUBMIT HIS
PROPOSAL TO BECOME A CIVIL PARTY TO THE INVESTIGATION
NEXT WEEK. ACCORDING TO "CORRIERE," THE MINISTER'S
DIRECT PARTICIPATION "SIGNALS THE DISTANCE BETWEEN
THE EXECUTIVE AND AN ADMINISTRATION THAT IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR OMISSIONS AND A COVER-UP THAT BEGAN
FROM THE NIGHT OF THE CRASH." THE NEWSPAPER REPORTED
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THAT, IN ADDITION TO FORMALLY JOINING THE
INVESTIGATION, ANDO’ HAS DECIDED TO TRANSFER THE AIR’
FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF’S "USTICA COMMITTEE" TO HIS OWN
OFFICE WHERE ANDO’ WILL BE ABLE TO SUPERVISE ITS WORK
PERSONALLY.
4. (U) "CORRIERE" OCTOBER 31 REPORTED THAT, OF ALL
THE COUNTRIES FROM WHICH ITALY HAS REQUESTED
-asiinn

PAGE 04 ROME 19792 01 OF 02 0217542
INFORMATION ON THE USTICA AFFAIR, ONLY GERMANY AND
THE U.K. HAVE RESPONDED "COMPLETELY." THE
COOPERATION OF THE U.S. 1S DEEMED "INSUFFICIENT"
TO CONTINUING CONCERNS ABOUT THE TRUTHFULNESS AND
COMPLETENESS OF U.S. RESPONSES. "CORRIERE" CLAIMED
FRENCH AND LIBYAN COOPERATION WAS "NONEXISTENT." THE
ARTICLE ALSO REPORTED THAT SPECIFIC REQUESTS FOR
SATELLITE AND RADAR DATA WERE RECENTLY SENT TO MOSCOW.

DUE

5. (U) ALONG WITH OTHER NATIONAL NEWSPAPERS,
"CORRIERE" REPORTED OCTOBER 31 THAT JUDGE PRIORE
PERMITTED JOURNALISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS TO VIEW, FOR
THE FIRST TIME, THE RECONSTRUCTED FUSILAGE OF THE

e ]
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E.O. 12356:N/A
TAGS: PINR, NATO, PREL, IT
SUBJECT: USTICA: ITALIAN MOD BECOMES PLAINTIFF IN
LAWSUIT; RECONSTRUCTED ITAVIA DC-9 VIEWED BY PRESS
ITAVIA DC-9 THAT CRASHED NEAR THE ISLAND OF USTICA IN
JUNE 1980. ACCORDING TO THE NEWSPAPER, OVER 90 PCT.
OF THE DC-9’S SURFACE HAS BEEN RECONSTRUCTED WITH
FRAGMENTS RECOVERED FROM THE CRASH SITE. "CORRIERE"
SAID JUDGE PRIORE HAS ORDERED A "SUPER TECHNICAL
EXAMINATION" OF POSSIBLE CAUSES OF THE TRAGEDY TO BE
COMPLETED BY MARCH 31, 1993. ALSO ON DISPLAY WITH
THE ITAVIA DC-9 WAS A RECONSTRUCTION OF THE LIBYAN
MIG-23 THAT CRASHED IN SILA THREE WEEKS AFTER THE
USTICA INCIDENT, AND AN EXTRA AIRCRAFT FUEL TANK THAT
WAS RECOVERED FROM AN AREA NEAR THE DC-9 WRECKAGE.
Bl

6. (C) COMMENT. |

SECCHIA
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SUBJECT: USTICA: KEEPING THE U.S. BEYOND REPROACH

- REF(S): ROME 19792

1. JUERSSS - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY. WE EXPECT THAT THE RECENT SPATE OF
PRESS COVERAGE OF THE USTICA AFFAIR IS RELATED TO THE

POLITICAL SITUATION IN ITALY / | B1
: ALTHOUGH

THE U.S. HAS TAKEN THE BRUNT OF THE PRESS ATTENTION,
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WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT WE ARE A MAJOR TARGET. TO
PROTECT USG INTERESTS, WE SHOULD CONTINUE .TO
DEMONSTRATE OUR FULL COOPERATION IN THE ITALIAN
INVESTIGATION. AMBASSADOR WILL CONTINUE TO EMPHASIZE
THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WILL RESPOND IN A
. TIMELY MANNER TO CURRENT, OUTSTANDING JUDICIAL
REQUESTS. WE MUST ENSURE THAT ALL ITALIAN REQUESTS
FOR INFORMATION ARE ANSWERED PRECISELY AND ON A
TIMELY BASIS, WITH AT LEAST INTERIM RESPONSES BY
NOVEMBER 30. USTICA WORKING GROUP SHOULD MEET TO
COORDINATE CURRENT JUDICIAL REQUESTS. END SUMMARY.

3. OVER THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS, THE USTICA AFFAIR --
THE YET UNEXPLAINED DOWNING OF AN ITALIAN CIVILIAN
AIRCRAFT IN THE TYRHENNIAN SEA IN 1980 -- HAS BECOME
A PRIME TOPIC OF CONVERSATION IN THE ITALIAN PRESS
FROM "AMERICA LIES" TO "U.S. DOES NOT RESPOND WELL."
PRIOR TO SECRETARY CHENEY’'S VISIT TO ROME OCTOBER
24-25, SOCIALIST DEFENSE MINISTER ANDO’ MADE
STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS WHICH, ACCURATELY REFLECTING
A

PAGE 03 ROME 19911 01 OF 03 0411272

HIS OPINION OR NOT, LEFT THE IMPRESSION THAT SOMEHOW
THE USG HAD "ADDITIONAL INFORMATION" ON THE USTICA
ISSUE TO SUPPLY TO ITALIAN OFFICIALS. [ _J'

Z

4. DURING THE MEETING WITH MOD ANDO’, SECRETARY
CHENEY EXPLAINED THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD ALWAYS
BEEN WILLING TO SUPPLY ALL RELEVANT INFORMATION TO
THE ITALIANS THROUGH OFFICIAL AND JUDICIAL CHANNELS.
HOWEVER, IN THE WAKE OF THE SECRETARY’S VISIT,

L TO DISABUSE THE PRES
SOMEEOW THE UNITED STATES HAD BEEN SLOW TO RESPOND OR
AMBIGUOUS IN ITS RESPONSES TO THE ITALIAN REQUESTS.

5. REFTEL REPORTED WEEKEND NEWS THAT THE DEFENSE
MINISTER HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE,
OR PERHAPS THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT-- IT IS NOT YET
CLEAR-- HAS BECOME A "CIVIL PARTY" TO THE USTICA
CASE. THIS MEANS THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOW HAVE
ACCESS, AS DO THE LAWYERS FOR THE FAMILIES OF THE
VICTIMS, TO INFORMATION DEVELOPED BY JUDGE PRIORE IN
THE CASE. THIS ALSO MEANS THAT THE JUDICIAL AND
OFFICIAL/DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS OF INFORMATION, IF THEY
WERE SEPARATE AND DISTINCT IN THE PAST, WILL NO

B1

B1 -
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